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The Organization Overview
The Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR) is an independent, non-profit, 
non-governmental organization working to promote and protect human rights 
and fundamental freedoms in Darfur and across Sudan. DNHR’s mission is to 
monitor, document, and report human rights violations in conflict affected areas, 
and to advocate for accountability and justice for survivors. Through a network of 
grassroots-based monitors, DNHR systematically collects and analyzes evidence 
of violations, supporting both immediate accountability efforts and long-term 
access to justice. 

Mohammed Hassan
Executive Director

Mohammed Adam Hassan is a highly accomplished human rights professional with a 
Bachelor of Law from the International University of East Africa in Kampala, Uganda.

As the Founder and Executive Director of the Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR), he 
brings over 15 years of invaluable experience as a Human Rights Defender (HRD) 
specializing in monitoring, documenting, and reporting on human rights violations, 
particularly focusing on transitional justice issues in Sudan, notably the Darfur region.

Mohammed's extensive career includes significant roles in various local civil society 
organizations, such as the Amel Center for the Treatment & Rehabilitation Victims of 
Torture in South Darfur Nyala.

FOREWORD

I wish to express my deepest acknowledgment and heartfelt appreciation to all individuals, 
community leaders, survivors, civil society partners, our dedicated staff in Kampala, and the 
brave field monitoring teams on the ground. Your invaluable time, courage, and testimony were 
instrumental in the production of this critical report documenting the recent indiscriminate 
shelling of civilians and aerial bombardment in El Fasher, North Darfur.

A special note of thanks is extended to Amnesty International Netherlands for their invaluable 
support in strengthening the capacity of DNHR teams. Their partnership has played a vital role 
in enabling this work and enhancing our ability to document grave human rights violations 
effectively.

This report sheds light on serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian 
law, resulting in the tragic loss of civilian lives, mass displacement, forced disappearances, 
missing and the destruction of vital infrastructure. It stands as a testament to the resilience of 
affected communities and underscores the urgent need for robust protection mechanisms and 
accountability frameworks.

As the Executive Director of the Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR), I reaffirm our 
unwavering commitment to upholding human dignity and exposing violations of international 
humanitarian law and human rights. Through this report, we urgently call on national 
authorities, regional institutions, and the international community to:
• Ensure the protection of civilians, particularly women, children, and displaced populations, in 
accordance with international humanitarian law.
 • Pursue justice and accountability by investigating and addressing all acts of violence and 
violations committed against the people of North Darfur.

Justice cannot be delayed. The people of North Darfur deserve to live in safety, dignity, and 
peace. We remain steadfast through our mission to promote monitoring, documenting and 
reporting human rights violations in conflict areas and holding those responsible accountable 
to  support victims, amplify their voices, and pursue truth.

Mohammed Hassan
Executive Director of Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR) 
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Executive Summary
Since April 2023, the armed conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) led by General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) led by Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, 
has evolved into a protracted conflict with devastating consequences for civilians in North 
Darfur. This report documents extensive patterns of indiscriminate shelling, aerial 
bombardments, and attacks by both parties, with a focus on El Fasher and surrounding areas 
including Zamzam and Abu Shouk Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps where the use of 
explosive weapons has resulted in mass casualties, displacement, and the destruction of vital 
civilian infrastructure. Drawing from 35 verified testimonies, audiovisual evidence including 
open source, and secondary data from humanitarian and human rights organizations, the 
findings highlight grave breaches of international humanitarian law (IHL) and international 
human rights law (IHRL), including violations of the right to life, large-scale destruction of 
civilian property, as well as total disregard for the principles of distinction, precaution and 
proportionality.

Throughout 2024 and 2025, IDP camps such as Zamzam and Abu Shouk, including neighboring 
areas in Nifasha were repeatedly targeted by artillery shelling and drone strikes, even after 
their civilian status was well established. In April 2025, a major assault on Zamzam killed 
hundreds of civilians, including aid workers, and displaced over 400,000 people in a single 
week1.  Interviews with survivors describe patterns of crossfire, aerial attacks, and looting that 
occurred without warning, forcing civilians to flee repeatedly while enduring hunger, trauma, 
and loss of family members. The El Fasher neighborhoods of El-Wadi, Al-Thawra and Al-Masane 
were also heavily bombarded during intensified fighting with entire homes, schools and 
hospitals destroyed. In multiple testimonies, residents describe burying their loved ones in 
mass graves or being unable to locate their loved who have gone missing during fleeing and 
continue to be missing, their fate remains unknown.

The human cost is staggering. While children bear a particularly devastating burden suffering 
from malnutrition, psychological trauma, and the terror of repeated displacement, the 
suffering extends to all members of society. Entire families have been shattered with men, 
women and the elderly facing relentless violence, loss and deprivation. Some survivors are still 
searching for missing loved ones, children separated from their care takers in the chaos of 
bombing, spouses unaccounted for after attacks, and relatives presumed dead but never found. 
The trauma of not knowing is a wound that refuses to heal.

Despite the urgency, humanitarian actors remain unable to reach those in need. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) and UNICEF have pre-positioned critical supplies but cannot access North 
Darfur without security guarantees. The Rapid Support Forces (RSF) continue to block access, 
citing fears of military resupply to the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF). As a result, local 
communities already overwhelmed and resource-strapped  are struggling to survive.

This report calls for urgent, coordinated and realistic action by national, regional and 
international actors. The Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) must issue 
advance public warnings to civilians before launching any attacks in populated areas, in line 
with Article 57 of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions2 . They must also designate 
and respect humanitarian corridors and allow for civilian evacuations, particularly for the 
elderly, wounded and malnourished. The African Union Peace and Security Council, IGAD and 
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) must jointly lead a regional 
humanitarian coordination mechanism to negotiate consistent, time-bound access to affected 
areas with a focus on El Fasher and the camps surrounding it. The UN Security Council should 
enforce the arms embargo on Darfur and expand its scope to cover all of Sudan. It must also 
mandate and fund independent investigations into the starvation of civilians as a method of 
warfare, a potential war crime under international law.

The people of North Darfur are not collateral damage but victims of sustained and deliberate 
patterns of abuse. This report is both a record of violations and a demand for accountability. 
Inaction is no longer an option. Civilians must not be abandoned to starve in besieged cities or 
die in unmarked craters left by explosive weapons. The time for condemnation has passed.  
What is urgently needed now is unfettered humanitarian access, meaningful protection for 
civilians, credible paths to justice and decisive action to end the cycle of impunity.

1 OCHA, Sudan: Displacement from Zamzam camp, North Darfur State - Flash Update No. 3 (As of 2 
May 2025), 2 May 2025, available at: https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/sudan/sudan-
displacement-zamzam-camp-north-darfur-state-flash-update-no-3-2-may-2025 
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2  ICRC, Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977, Article 57, available at: https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-
treaties/api-1977/article-57 
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Introduction
In April 2023, Sudan descended into full-scale conflict as a power struggle between the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) erupted into widespread 
violence3.  North Darfur quickly became one of the most severely affected regions, with El 
Fasher, the last remaining state capital in Darfur not under RSF control emerging as a key 
battleground.

El Fasher’s strategic significance lies in its status as a humanitarian and military stronghold. 
The city hosts one of the largest UN humanitarian logistics hubs in the region, serving displaced 
populations across the entire Darfur. Militarily, controlling El Fasher would give the RSF 
dominance over all five Darfur state capitals, allowing them to consolidate power across 
western Sudan. For the SAF and allied groups, defending El Fasher is critical to preventing full 
RSF control of Darfur and maintaining an essential supply line to their remaining strongholds.

Beyond tactics, El Fasher also holds a symbolic weight.  The city has long been seen as the heart 
of resistance in North Darfur and a remaining foothold of government authority in the west. 
Both sides recognize that the fall of El Fasher could tilt the balance of power in the conflict, both 
militarily and politically.

Sustained shelling and aerial bombardments by both parties have devastated civilian areas 
across multiple locations in North Darfur in 2025 including El Fasher, Al Wehda, El Mawashi 
market, Al Kuma, Abu Shouk (including Nifasha) and Zamzam Internal Displacement Persons 
(IDPs) camp. These attacks have resulted in widespread destruction of infrastructure, civilian 
casualties and mass displacements. Health centers, markets, schools and residential areas have 
been repeatedly targeted with civilians being caught in crossfire worsening an already fragile 
humanitarian situation shaped by decades of marginalization and conflict.

Since 2003, the Darfur region has endured repeated cycles of armed conflict and state-led 
violence. What began as an uprising by rebel groups demanding an end to decades of political 
and economic marginalization was met with a brutal military campaign by Sudanese 
government forces and allied militias. These waves of violence resulted in mass atrocities, 
attacks on civilians, forced displacement and the destruction of entire communities drawing 
international condemnation and the issuance of the arrest warrants for Sudanese officials by 
the International Criminal Court.4 

Although the intensity of fighting has fluctuated over the years, the violence in Darfur has 
never truly ceased. In the present conflict, the region remains as strategically valuable as ever, 
with both SAF and RSF vying for territorial and political control.

The situation today is the most severe the country has ever faced. In the last two years, Sudan’s 
conflict has spiraled into the world’s largest displacement crisis with over 12.1 million people 
forced to flee their homes of whom 7.6 million are within Sudan and 4.2 million in other 

countries5.  Indiscriminate shelling, targeted attacks on health facilities and IDPs camps and 
obstruction of aid have pushed the region to the brink of collapse.

This report presents the scale and impact of the ongoing armed conflict in North Darfur with a 
particular focus on El Fasher, surrounding IDPs camps and the consequences of systematic 
shelling and aerial bombardment on civilian populations. Based on survivors’ testimonies 
collected by the DNHR between April and July 2025, the report aims to support broader efforts 
calling for the protection of civilians, distribution of desperately needed humanitarian aid and 
toward accountability by providing credible evidence of violations committed by both the SAF, 
the RSF and their allied armed groups. It also seeks to inform future reparative and 
humanitarian interventions by amplifying survivor experiences and mapping the places most 
severely affected by the violence. 

This report also reinforces the mandate of regional and international mechanisms dedicated to 
the protection of civilians and the prevention of further harm. These efforts are grounded in the 
obligations set out under international humanitarian law (IHL), including the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 (GC) and their Additional Protocols (AP), which prohibit attacks on 
civilians and civilian infrastructure during armed conflict. The violations documented in this 
report may also constitute breaches of international human rights law and could amount to war 
crimes or crimes against humanity under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

The evidence and testimonies gathered for this report paint a stark picture of the daily reality 
faced by civilians in North Darfur. Survivors described waking up to the sound of shelling, often 
without warning, as artillery and airstrikes hit homes, schools, markets and water points. 
Many families have been displaced multiple times, first fleeing targeted neighborhoods of El 
Fasher, such as El Mawashi and Al Wehda and later being forced to move again as fighting 
followed them to displacement camps like Zamzam and Abu Shouk.

Many witnesses spoke of hiding in shallow trenches (khandags6 ) dug by their families in a 
desperate attempt to protect them from shrapnel and bombing. Access to food, clean water and 
medical services have become nearly impossible with the destruction of infrastructure, 
disrupting delivery of humanitarian relief and trapping civilians in besieged areas. Even the 
roads to safety offer no safety as they are filled with danger, including continuing attacks, 
looting and violence. Community leaders reported burying the dead in makeshift graves, 
sometimes under shellfire.

Without urgent, coordinated action to halt these violations and uphold the protections 
enshrined in international humanitarian and human rights law, the civilian population of North 
Darfur will continue to suffer irreparable physical, emotional and generational harm.

3 Human Rights Watch, Sudan: After 2 Years of War, Global Action Needed, 13 April 2025, available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/04/13/sudan-after-2-years-war-global-action-needed      
4 The UN Security Council referred the Darfur situation to the International Criminal Court on March 2005. 
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5  HRC: Sudan: A War of Atrocities. A/HRC/60/22. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/ffm-sudan/a-hrc-60-22-auv.pdf  
6 “Khandaq” (Arabic: ) refers to a trench or defensive ditch. In the context of the Sudan war, the term is commonly 
used to describe holes dug by armed groups or civilians, particularly around El Fasher and other contested areas, to 
fortify positions, block enemy movement, or provide cover from shelling and gunfire. 
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1. Methodology 
This report builds upon the Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR)’s longstanding 
documentation efforts. Before the outbreak of the current conflict in April 2023, DNHR had 
recorded patterns of human rights violations across Darfur. Drawing on that foundation, this 
report focuses on a new and intensified wave of abuses unfolding in North Darfur State, 
reflecting both the continuity and escalation of violence endured by communities in the region.
Between April and July 2025, DNHR supported by Amnesty International Netherlands, 
documented violations using a combination of secure remote interviews, field-based 
monitoring and in-person interviews with survivors who had relocated to Uganda.  DNHR 
interviewed a total of 35 individuals, including survivors, witnesses and community leaders. 
Further, the testimonies documented that 182 children were directly affected by the conflict 
across 27 of the cases. 

DNHR primarily conducted interviews in Arabic and other local languages and later translated 
into English by a qualified translator to preserve the accuracy and integrity of the original 
accounts.

All interviews were conducted voluntarily, without compensation. Interviewees were informed 
about the nature and purpose of the research and informed consent either oral or written was 
obtained in each case and provided in both Arabic and English for clarity. Pseudonyms were 
used to protect the identities of participants and a secure environment was used for remote 
interviews.

DNHR's field monitors documented specific incidents in areas such as El Fasher neighborhoods, 
Zamzam and Abu Shouk IDPs. These efforts focused on verifying dates, identifying alleged 
perpetrators, mapping impacted locations, and assessing the broader effects of the conflict on 
civilians. The research also incorporated digital verification methods including the analysis of 
photographs, satellite imagery, videos and secondary reports, to triangulate and corroborate 
testimonies.

Every effort was made to verify the accuracy of the information, challenges such as 
communication blackouts, limited humanitarian access and ongoing security threats posed 
constraints to the research process. Therefore, the findings presented in this report reflect the 
best available evidence at the time of writing but are not exhaustive.

While this report relies on verified data gathered through field monitors and survivor 
interviews, the escalation of hostilities in April 2025 created significant challenges for the 
documentation process. The conflict’s impact on infrastructure led to the takeover of all 
Starlink network stations in the region by whichever party controlled the area either the SAF 
or the RSF severely disrupting communication and resulting in complete loss of contact with 
field monitors for an entire week7. 

Additional challenges arose from the forced displacement of survivors into areas such as Nertiti 
(Central Darfur) and Nyala (South Darfur) locations where no active battles are taking place, 
but which remain under RSF control along with the profound psychological trauma experienced 
by many victims. A general atmosphere of mistrust toward humanitarian initiatives further 
complicated efforts to gather testimonies. To maintain communication and sustain the 
documentation process under these difficult circumstances, the Darfur Network for Human 
Rights had to employ alternative and discreet connectivity measures.

In some cases, interviewees shared accounts of incidents that happened to others in their 
communities or areas they had fled from. While these testimonies were consistent and credible, 
DNHR was unable to independently verify all of them due to access limitations and ongoing 
insecurity. Similarly, survivors described the types of weapons used during attacks including 
shelling, drones, and aircraft but DNHR have not been able to conclusively verify the specific 
weapons or munitions used, as no forensic or technical analysis could be conducted at the time 
of writing.

7 Global Voices Advox, Starlink in Sudan: A lifeline or war facilitator?, 20 August 2024, available at: 
https://advox.globalvoices.org/2024/08/20/starlink-in-sudan-a-lifeline-or-war-facilitator/ 
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1. Methodology 
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or the RSF severely disrupting communication and resulting in complete loss of contact with 
field monitors for an entire week7. 

Additional challenges arose from the forced displacement of survivors into areas such as Nertiti 
(Central Darfur) and Nyala (South Darfur) locations where no active battles are taking place, 
but which remain under RSF control along with the profound psychological trauma experienced 
by many victims. A general atmosphere of mistrust toward humanitarian initiatives further 
complicated efforts to gather testimonies. To maintain communication and sustain the 
documentation process under these difficult circumstances, the Darfur Network for Human 
Rights had to employ alternative and discreet connectivity measures.

In some cases, interviewees shared accounts of incidents that happened to others in their 
communities or areas they had fled from. While these testimonies were consistent and credible, 
DNHR was unable to independently verify all of them due to access limitations and ongoing 
insecurity. Similarly, survivors described the types of weapons used during attacks including 
shelling, drones, and aircraft but DNHR have not been able to conclusively verify the specific 
weapons or munitions used, as no forensic or technical analysis could be conducted at the time 
of writing.
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2.Applicable Legal Standards
The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and its protocols lay out the international rules for 
engagement in conflicts and outlines protections for people who are not taking part in the 
hostilities. The international humanitarian law (IHL) prohibits direct bombardment and 
attacks on civilians and other protected objects, including the medical personnel/units, objects 
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population among others.8 IHL prohibits 
indiscriminate bombing and attacks as they violate the basic principles of the law, such the 
principle of distinction between civilians and combatants, proportionality and necessity.  
Under IHL, indiscriminate bombardment is defined as an attack that is not directed towards a 
specific military objective, the methods used cannot be directed towards a military objective 
and the destruction cannot be limited and often results in collateral damage. Article (5) 51 of 
the Additional Protocol I notes that “attacks which may be expected to cause incidental loss of 
civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects or any combination, would be 
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated.”9 

IHL offers protection of the wounded and sick who are specifically protected under all 
circumstances. Article 12 notes that, “Sick and wounded shall be treated humanely by the 
parties to the conflict. Any attempt upon their lives, or violence to their persons, shall be 
strictly prohibited, they shall not be murdered or exterminated; they shall not willfully be left 
without medical assistance and care.”10 

Finally, the common article 3 of the Geneva Conventions summarizes the minimum protections 
applicable during conflict including prohibition of violence to life and person, including 
murder, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture against individuals taking no active part in the 
hostilities. Further, it again emphasizes that “the wounded and sick shall be collected and cared 
for.”11 

Many people in Sudan lack access to food and basic services despite the Geneva Conventions 
prohibiting the use the of starvation as a method of warfare. However, the siege, blockades and 
embargoes are permissible as long as the purpose is to achieve a military objective and not to 
starve the population12.   In Sudan, the limited access to humanitarian aid including food, basic 
necessities and medical services has been used by both sides as a method of war, resulting in 
Sudan being the largest humanitarian crisis worldwide.

Over the years, various international tribunals have developed jurisprudence on international 
criminal law.  In 2005, the UN Security Council referred the situation in Darfur to the 
International Criminal Court over the alleged crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. Murder, extermination, torture and rape can amount to the crimes against 
humanity if carried out against civilian population as part of widespread or systematic 
attacks.13  War crimes, defined as grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions including willful 
killing, willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health as well as the 
extensive destruction.14   Both parties have engaged in various violations of the international 
criminal law resulting in massive loss of life, injuries and destruction.

While IHL is applicable only in conflict, human rights law applies both in conflict and peace 
times. Sudan is a party to various human rights conventions, including the Convention against 
Torture and other cruel inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (CAT), the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights( ICCPR), the Convention for the Protection 
of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances(ICPED), as well as, the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRS) and Optional Protocol on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict. Through these treaties the states have obligations to uphold basic 
human rights and freedoms, especially those that are non-derogable under any circumstances.15  
Article 6 of ICCPR notes that “no individuals shall be subjected to arbitrary deprivation of life”. 
Article 9 of the same convention specifies that “persons have a right to personal security.”16   
These rights are also protected within the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights in 
Articles 4 and 6, providing that “every human being shall be entitled to respect for his life and 
the integrity of his person, and every individual shall have the right to liberty and security of 
his person.”

The conflict in Sudan has claimed and impacted lives of many children who have witnessed 
their parents dying or injured have not been able to seek medical treatment or continue their 
education. Further, more than 24.8 million people, almost 14 millions of whom are children, are 
in need of humanitarian assistance, with an estimated 5 million children who have fled their 
homes since April 2023.17  The Convention on the Rights of the Child which Sudan ratified in 
1990, recognizes that every child has the inherent right to life and state parties shall ensure to 
the maximum extent possible, the survival and development of the child.18  Article 24 
recognizes the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health, 
therefore, state parties should strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her rights to 
access such health care facilities.19  Article 28 provides that state parties recognize the right of 
the child to education and take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools.20 

Sudan Constitution of 2019 codified the Bill of Rights and Freedoms. Article 44 specifies that 
“every person has a fundamental right to life, dignity and personal safety, which shall be 
protected by law. No person may be deprived of life arbitrarily.” Article 46 notes” every person 
has the right to freedom and security.” Article 50 focuses on children’s rights, stating that “the 
state protects the rights of a child as provided in international and regional agreements ratified 
by Sudan.”  Articles 62 and 65 note that it is Sudan’s responsibility to provide education and 
healthcare, including “Education is a right for every citizen”21 and the state undertakes to 
provide primary health care and emergency services free for charge for all citizens, to develop 
public health. 

In 2023, both RSF and SAF signed on to the Jeddah Declaration of Commitment to Protect the 
Civilians of Sudan, reaffirming their commitment to uphold core obligations under the 
international human rights law to facilitate humanitarian action to meet the needs of civilians. 
Specifically, the RSF and SAF agreed to always distinguish between civilians and combatants 

and between civilian objects and military targets as well as to commit to safeguard the needs 
and necessities indispensable to the survival of the civilian population and not impede medical 
assistance22.  Despite both parties agreeing to uphold the IHL obligations, as the report shows 
SAF and RSF have consistently broken their promises by targeting civilians, destroying civilian 
infrastructure and hindering humanitarian efforts. This report will reveal the heartbreaking 
stories of civilians in Darfur caught between the warring parties, fighting for survival.

8  Additional Protocol I, article 51 (2), Additional Protocol II, Art. 13 (2), Geneva Convention I Art.19, Geneva 
Convention II, Art.23 & Additional Protocol I Art. 54. 
9  Additional Protocol I, Art. 51 (5) 
10 Geneva Convention I, Article 12 
11 The Practical Guide to Humanitarian Law: Non-International Armed Conflict. https://guide-humanitarian-

 
 -cpi.int/darfur

 

law.org/content/article/3/non-international-armed-conflict-niac/  
12 Rule 53: The use of starvation of the civilian population as a method of warfare is prohibited.
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International Criminal Court, Darfur, Sudan, n.d., available at: https://www.icc
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ICC Statute, Article 8: War Crimes
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human rights and freedoms, especially those that are non-derogable under any circumstances.15  
Article 6 of ICCPR notes that “no individuals shall be subjected to arbitrary deprivation of life”. 
Article 9 of the same convention specifies that “persons have a right to personal security.”16   
These rights are also protected within the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights in 
Articles 4 and 6, providing that “every human being shall be entitled to respect for his life and 
the integrity of his person, and every individual shall have the right to liberty and security of 
his person.”

The conflict in Sudan has claimed and impacted lives of many children who have witnessed 
their parents dying or injured have not been able to seek medical treatment or continue their 
education. Further, more than 24.8 million people, almost 14 millions of whom are children, are 
in need of humanitarian assistance, with an estimated 5 million children who have fled their 
homes since April 2023.17  The Convention on the Rights of the Child which Sudan ratified in 
1990, recognizes that every child has the inherent right to life and state parties shall ensure to 
the maximum extent possible, the survival and development of the child.18  Article 24 
recognizes the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health, 
therefore, state parties should strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her rights to 
access such health care facilities.19  Article 28 provides that state parties recognize the right of 
the child to education and take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools.20 

Sudan Constitution of 2019 codified the Bill of Rights and Freedoms. Article 44 specifies that 
“every person has a fundamental right to life, dignity and personal safety, which shall be 
protected by law. No person may be deprived of life arbitrarily.” Article 46 notes” every person 
has the right to freedom and security.” Article 50 focuses on children’s rights, stating that “the 
state protects the rights of a child as provided in international and regional agreements ratified 
by Sudan.”  Articles 62 and 65 note that it is Sudan’s responsibility to provide education and 
healthcare, including “Education is a right for every citizen”21 and the state undertakes to 
provide primary health care and emergency services free for charge for all citizens, to develop 
public health. 

In 2023, both RSF and SAF signed on to the Jeddah Declaration of Commitment to Protect the 
Civilians of Sudan, reaffirming their commitment to uphold core obligations under the 
international human rights law to facilitate humanitarian action to meet the needs of civilians. 
Specifically, the RSF and SAF agreed to always distinguish between civilians and combatants 

and between civilian objects and military targets as well as to commit to safeguard the needs 
and necessities indispensable to the survival of the civilian population and not impede medical 
assistance22.  Despite both parties agreeing to uphold the IHL obligations, as the report shows 
SAF and RSF have consistently broken their promises by targeting civilians, destroying civilian 
infrastructure and hindering humanitarian efforts. This report will reveal the heartbreaking 
stories of civilians in Darfur caught between the warring parties, fighting for survival.
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15 CAT & ICPED provide no exceptional circumstances can be used to justify the use of torture or enforced 
disappearance. ICCPR in Article 4 allows for “in time of emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the 
existence of which is officially proclaimed, the State parties may take measures derogating from their obligations 
under the Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are 
not inconsistent with their obligations under international law.” 
16 Article 6 (1) Every human being has the inherent right to life. This shall be protected by the law. No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his life. Article 9 (1) Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. 
17 The Sudan crisis-children’s crisis. https://www.unicef.org/sudan/sudan-crisis-childrens-crisis-0  
18 The Convention on the Rights of Child (CRC), Article 6: Inherent Right to Life 
19 CRC, Article 24:  Right of Enjoyment to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health. 
20 CRC, Article 28: Right to Education 
21 Sudan’s Constitution of 2019, https://adsdatabase.ohchr.org/IssueLibrary/SUDAN_Constitution.pdf  
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22 Jeddah Declaration of Commitment to Protect the Civilians of Sudan, May 2023, https://2021-
2025.state.gov/jeddah-declaration-of-commitment-to-protect-the-civilians-of-sudan/  
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3. “Voices” of the survivors of bombing and shelling 
This chapter documents sustained incidents of shelling, aerial bombardments and subsequent 
ground assaults including shooting and direct attacks by warring parties targeting civilian 
populations in North Darfur. The report focuses on El Fasher, its surrounding areas, and the 
internally displaced persons (IDP) camps in the region. 

Drawing from 35 testimonies of victims and eyewitness accounts, as well as corroborative 
reporting, the evidence reveals a consistent and targeted pattern of attacks on civilian 
infrastructure and areas essential to survival, including markets, water points, health facilities, 
and residential zones.

These attacks have led to widespread displacement, civilian casualties, and the destruction of 
critical services, in violation of international humanitarian law, particularly the principles of 
distinction, proportionality, and precaution. These attacks have targeted civilian infrastructure 
that has no military purpose, but to provide essential services and humanitarian aid to 
civilians, thus amounting to serious breaches of IHL and fundamental human rights, including 
the right to life, personal security, health, and adequate shelter. 

Beyond the immediate physical devastation, these acts have caused lasting psychological 
trauma, undermined access to essential services and fractured the social fabric of affected 
communities. Access to healthcare has been rendered impossible, as most healthcare 
infrastructure has been partially or completely damaged. When fighting intensified in El Fasher 
in May 2024, health facilities supported by Medicins sans Frontiers (MSF) endured at least 
seven incidents of shelling, bombing or shooting from both sides.23  Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) reported that Sudan’s warring parties’ recent unlawful attacks in North Darfur’s El 
Fasher have killed hundreds of civilians and forced tens of thousands to flee, as thousands in 
and around the city face starvation and further a preliminary analysis by the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) projected that 15 percent of the population of El Fasher and 
Zamzam camp would face catastrophic food shortages by September, and that many could die 
of hunger.24 

“Voices” of the victims below highlight the dire situation they experience daily and the scale 
and impact of these violations.

23 MSF, Besieged, Attacked and Starved: Mass Attrocities in El Fasher and Zamzam, Sudan. 
https://www.msf.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/2025_07_Sudan_Report_El-Fasher_EN.pdf   
24 HRW, Sudan: Unlawful attacks on civilians, infrastructure. https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/06/19/sudan-unlawful-
attacks-civilians-infrastructure, June 2024. 
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3.1 Zamzam IDP Camp: Repeated Shelling of a Civilian 
Refuge
“We came to Zamzam seeking refuge, but even here death finds us.”25 

Image  1 :Satellite image of Zamzam camp for internally displaced persons, captured by Google Earth on 26 June 2024. 

25 Interview with a survivor in April 2025 
26 Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), Sudan’s largest displacement camp under attack, 2025. Available at: 
doctorswithoutborders.org      
27 Reuters, Survivors describe executions, arson in attack on Sudan’s Zamzam camp, 19 April 2025. Available at: 
reuters.com  
28 Sudan Tribune, “RSF fighters turn Darfur camp into barracks, displacing thousands,” 24 May 2025. Available at: 
https://sudanmediaforum.org/rsf-fighters-turns-darfur-camp-into-barracks-displaces-thousands/  
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Located approximately 13km southeast of El Fasher, Zamzam IDP Camp was established in 
2004 to shelter people displaced during the first Darfur conflict. Initially hosting around 
150,000 individuals, its population drastically increased to nearly 500,000 by April 2023, 
following the escalation of hostilities between the SAF and RSF.26

In April 2025, Zamzam experienced one of its most devastating assaults: heavy artillery, drone 
strikes and sustained shelling struck the camp deliberately despite being a civilian refuge.  RSF 
has been aiming to seize control of the camp as part of a broader strategic objective to 
consolidate their influence over El Fasher, the last remaining urban center in Darfur not under 
RSF’s authority. These attacks led to the deaths of hundreds of civilians (including aid workers), 
widespread destruction of shelters and humanitarian infrastructure and the mass displacement 
of more than 406,000 individuals.27  Approximately 180,000 people remained trapped in the 
camp under increasingly perilous conditions by mid-April.28 

DNHR interviewed seven survivors from Zamzam Camp, six women and one man who were 
either present during or directly affected by the April 2025 shelling. Their accounts reveal a 



pattern of serious violations over an extended period. Survivors described relentless attacks 
including shelling, shootings and airstrikes alongside other abuses such as the destruction of 
homes, targeting of civilians, denial of humanitarian aid and forced displacement. Victims 
described the intense and repeated bombing of civilian areas and neighborhoods in the camp by 
RSF between 11th to 15th April 2025. 

Duha, a survivor recounted the terrifying experience of being caught in the middle of fighting. 
She explained that as the assault intensified, she could not distinguish which danger to flee 
from.
“The bombing intensified, and a crossfire broke out between the Joint Forces and the 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF). I didn’t know what to avoid bombs or bullets?”29 she said. 

Norsi, another survivor, described the sheer terror of the one week in April. She recalled the 
suddenness of the assault and the overwhelming fear it created:
“RSF started to shell the camp without any warning, soon after they entered the camp.”30

Hawa, third survivor, reported witnessing the arrival of armed forces around the camp. She 
described the scene with vivid detail that left her certain of the identity of the attackers:
“I heard a lot of vehicles approaching. We were surrounded by RSF who had come. When I 
was in the camp, I could clearly see their uniforms and their vehicles. That’s how I knew it 
was the RSF they wore RSF uniforms, drove RSF-marked vehicles”31  Silik confirmed the 
same observations of RSF ‘s presence and intimidation. “I heard a lot of vehicles approaching. 

Image 2  Sequence of NASA FIRMS satellite images showing fire activity around Zamzam camp between 10–18 April 
2025. Red areas indicate detected heat signatures. 

29 Interview with a survivor on 23 April 2025 
30 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025 
31 Interview with a survivor on 24 April 2025 
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We were surrounded by RSF who had come. I could see their uniforms and RSF-marked 
vehicles. Soon after, they started shouting at any sick or injured person, accusing them of 
fighting alongside the Joint Forces.”32 

Many civilians described scrambling for safety in trenches (khandag) during the attacks. Norsi 
recounted: “We civilians scrambled to hide in the khandag or flee.”33  Silik repeated the 
same story, “When Danat started falling, we went to our neighbor’s house and all sought 
refuge with her in the khandag.”34

  
The shelling of Zamzam Camp caused widespread destruction of civilian homes, leaving many 
families displaced and without shelter. Norsi, after leaving the khandag when the attack 
subsided, returned to her neighborhood and saw the destruction firsthand 
“I returned to my neighborhood and found homes destroyed by Danat, others burnt to 
ashes. What I saw will never leave my mind.”35  Silik described: “When I came out of the 
khandag, I found that a shell had fallen on my house and burned it. I lost everything. All 
of my household furniture was destroyed by the fire. My neighbor’s house was hit by a 
Dana too.”36 
  
In addition to the destruction of homes, the shelling claimed a devastating toll on human life, 
with civilians killed in large numbers and even medical facilities deliberately targeted. On the 
morning of 11 April 2025, shelling resulted in mass civilian casualties in Zamzam Camp. Two 
eyewitnesses confirmed that dozens of people were killed.
Norsi describing the aftermath of the attacks on the streets of Zamzam, 
“The streets were crowded with dozens of dead bodies. We left the wounded bleeding on 
the ground. I couldn’t help them. Numerous civilians were injured, but no medical 
assistance was available.”37   Hawa added, “When it finally stopped and we came out, we were 

32 Interview with a survivor on 23 April 2025 
33 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025 
34 Interview with a survivor on 23 April 2025 
35 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025 
36  Interview with a survivor on 23 April 2025 
37 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025 

  

Image  3  The left image shows a 4-year-old boy injured on 11 April 2025 in Zamzam camp when a Dana exploded 
inside their home, causing wounds to his right leg. The right image shows a 12-year-old girl injured on 20 April 2025 
after a Dana exploded near their home in Zamzam Camp. 
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shocked. There were many dead people. We saw that even the workers of the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC), the only organization providing critical medical care to the sick and 
wounded, had been killed.”38  Another witness Duha recounted the personal toll of the shelling,

“People told me that two of my brothers died while seeking shelter near Relief 
International Hospital. When I went to see the hospital, I saw the remains of my two 
brother’s bodies torn into pieces, mixed with the lifeless bodies of others when the 
hospital was bombed.” Duha further explained, “That day, I also learned that my cousin, a 
medical doctor working at Relief International Hospital, had been executed along with 
other doctors by RSF forces.”39 

The repeated targeting of Zamzam IDP camp violates international humanitarian law, including 
the principles of distinction, proportionality, and precaution and protection of civilian. These 
shelling campaigns also constituted collective punishment of an already vulnerable population 
and obstructed life-saving humanitarian assistance in violations of the Geneva Conventions and 
may rise to the level of war crimes, including willful killings, targeting of civilians and 
destruction of civilian property.40 

Image  4  Sentinel-2 satellite images of Zamzam camp for internally displaced persons, captured on 5 April 2025 (left) 
and 15 April 2025 (right). The images show the aftermath of clashes between RSF and SAF-allied joint forces. Areas 
of destruction are highlighted 
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39 Interview with a survivor on 23 April 2025 
40 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). (2025). Statement on attacks against 
civilians in Darfur, Sudan 

38Interview with a survivor on 24 April 2025



Abu Shouk Camp, located on the outskirts of El Fasher in North Darfur, is one of the largest and 
most long-standing camps for IDPs in the region. Established during 2003 to 2004 Darfur 
conflict to shelter civilians fleeing mass violence, the camp was intended to be a place of refuge 
and dignity for war-affected populations. Over two decades later, Abu Shouk has instead 
become a place of recurring trauma, where residents now endure renewed waves of violence 
and deprivation amid Sudan’s ongoing civil war.

As of 2025, the camp, once home to over 300,000 people, has been reduced to an estimated 
population of around 180,000 due to ongoing shelling, killings, and forced displacement.42  
According to an eyewitness, the camp is under total siege, with no access to food, clean water, 
or medical care.43 

3.2 Abu Shouk IDPs camp 
“What was meant to be a safe place has now become a war zone.”41  

Image 5  Google Earth satellite image captured on 12 January 2025. The blue circle marks Abu Shouk camp for 
internally displaced persons, while the red outline indicates El Fasher city. 

41 Interview with a survivor, on 17 July 2025 
42 Sudan Site Management Cluster, Abu Shouk Site Assessment Factsheet, 2025. Available at: cccmcluster.org  
43 Interview with a survivor on 17 July 2025/ 
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More than 90 separate shelling incidents have been reported since the start of the current 
conflict, with an average of four families killed in each attack.44  Markets, hospitals, mosques, 
and schools have been deliberately targeted and destroyed. Both RSF and SAF have been 
implicated in the attacks resulting in civilian deaths. 

DNHR interviewed nine survivors, five women and four men from Abu Shouk IDPs (including 
Nifasha45).  Their voices, collected amid ongoing conflict, offer urgent insight into the scale of 
the abuses taking place. 

Multiple IDPs interviewed described consistent shelling and bombardment targeting Nifasha 
area of Abu Shouk camp during 2024 to 2025. Survivors stated that both RSF and SAF were 
responsible for attacks that left civilians trapped between opposing forces. Several witnesses 
reported that Nifasha area came under heavy bombardment from both the east and west after 
RSF forces seized Mount Abuja from SAF positions. Some civilians believed that RSF was 
attempting to shell the nearby military base, but many of the shells instead landed inside the 
camp. At the same time, SAF fire also struck areas within the camp. Survivors emphasized that 
both parties were fully aware that the camp was inhabited by civilians, yet their attacks 
continued. 

Katouma explained, “In March 2025, the first wave of Danat originated from the east, in the 
direction of Mount Abuja, which had recently been seized by the RSF from the SAF. In 
response, the SAF launched Danat from the west.  Nifasha Camp was caught in the middle 
of this exchange; I believe shells from both directions landed inside the camp. We were 
trapped between them.”46 

Another witness also confirmed that the SAF conducted airstrikes directly on the camp, killing 
numerous civilians. “The SAF is also responsible for civilian deaths. I witnessed two 
airstrikes by SAF warplanes that killed many in the camp. They said they were targeting 
RSF fighters, but they knew civilians filled up this camp. They bombed anyway”47 Khadija 
explained.    

Survivors described RSF fighters entering the camp in vehicles and on motorcycles, shortly 
before heavy shelling began from RSF positions around northwest of Abu Shouk camp. One 
woman recalled, “It was around 08:00am when I saw them RSF soldiers coming into the 
camp on motorcycles and Land Cruisers with mounted weapons we call the ‘Chinese 
Dushka.’ … Not long after, the shelling started. The Danat came from the northern side, in 
the direction of the mountain between Abu Shouk Camp and Mellit Road.”48   

Other testimonies confirmed that RSF drones were overhead prior to shelling, heightening fear 
among residents. Omsama, “Earlier that morning, before the shelling started, I had seen 
drones flying overhead in the direction of Mellit Road, toward Sharga. I felt uneasy but 
had no idea what was coming.
 
Then the Danat began to fall. We stayed hidden, listening to the loud blasts and people 

44 Interview with a survivor on 17 July 2025.  
45 Abu Shouk is composed of several areas, including Nifasha. 
46 Interview with a survivor on  28 April 2025 
47 Interview with a survivor on 7 July 2025 
48 Interview with a survivor on 28 April  2025 
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49 Interview with a survivor  on 4 July 2025 
50 Interview with a survivor on 15 May 2025  
51 Interview with a survivor on 13 May 2025  
52 OHCHR, Continuing killings of civilians in El Fasher and Abu Shouk camp, ReliefWeb, 22 August 2025, available 
at: https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/continuing-killings-civilians-el-fasher-and-abu-shouk-camp 
53 Interview with a survivor on 15 May 2025  
54 Interview with a survivor on 13 May 2025 
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screaming in the distance.”49  

As the shelling intensified, civilians, primarily women, children and the elderly fled in panic, 
seeking cover in khandags (trenches), behind mud walls, or in abandoned shelters. Many 
remained in hiding for hours while heavy explosions struck nearby, uncertain if they would 
survive. Several survivors recounted to DNHR that when the shelling subsided and they 
cautiously emerged from hiding, they were confronted with widespread devastation. Families 
found their homes reduced to rubble, shops and vehicles destroyed, and entire sections of the 
camp in ruins.

Nuha discussed the destruction, “On 14 March 2025, four Danat struck other parts of the 
camp, destroying Sheikh Rabeh mosque and the food distribution center in Center 950.”   
Zarga,  another survivor stated, “The Saudi Hospital was targeted repeatedly, and several 
schools were destroyed, including Khadiga Bint Khuwaylid School, Future Horizon, and 
Noreen School.”51  

Besides the widespread destruction of property, the shelling of Abu Shouk camp also resulted 
in numerous civilian injuries and deaths.52  

When the attacks ceased and residents emerged from their shelters, they encountered scenes of 
devastation: homes leveled, relatives wounded or killed, and essential infrastructure 
obliterated. Survivors repeatedly emphasized that the injured received little to no medical 
assistance due to the intensity of bombardment and the collapse of health services.

Several survivors recounted losing family members and neighbors due to strikes and lack of 
medical services. Nuha recounted

 “On 10 March 2025, a shell landed on my neighbor’s house, killing three members of the 
same family and injuring two others. Two days later, another shell hit a house south of 
ours. The fragments reached us and injured my leg and my daughter’s neck. My husband 
was severely injured in the head and died three days later because there were no medical 
services in the camp.”53  Others described how neighbors and relatives were struck by 
fragments while sheltering.

 “In the morning of 07 April 2025, intense shelling started. Later I learned our neighbor 
was hit in the chest and stomach by fragments. She was pregnant and died soon after 
reaching the hospital, where there were no doctors on duty. Three days later, my niece was 
also killed when fragments from another shell struck her home”54 Zarga told DNHR.  

Some testimonies captured the unbearable grief of losing multiple family members at once: 
Rawda narrated, “The first shell hit our main room where four of my siblings were 
sheltering. I was nearby, paralyzed with shock. When I finally gathered strength, I found 



them all lying there, lifeless. In that moment, I wished I had died with them.”55   

Other witnesses like Nafisa, described elderly relatives unable to flee on time, “My aunt was 
too old to run. She was still in the doorway when another shell landed. Fragments struck 
her, breaking her hip.”56  
 
In several cases, families such as Kaltouma’s were unable even to bury their dead. “All I found 
was the body of my aunt. She was killed in the bombing. With the help of two others, I 
wrapped her in a black plastic bag. We did not even have time to bury her.”57  
 
Between January and June 2025, the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), which has been engaged in 
an armed conflict with the military government for control of Sudan for over two years, 
reportedly attacked Abu Shouk camp at least 16 times, resulting in at least 212 deaths and 111 
injuries. 58

While it is impossible to assess the exact number of casualties, several accounts suggested that 
after each attack victim’s bodies were buried at Abu Shouk cemetery which is consistent with 
images below showing expansion of the cemetery in a short period of time since the attacks on 
the camp started. 

55 interview with a survivor on 16 May 2025  
56 Interview with a survivor on 28 April 2025  
57 Interview with a survivor on 28 April 2025  
58 https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/news/2025/08/109538/only-hunger-and-bombs-besieged-civilians-
sudans-el-fasher   

Image  6  Google Earth satellite images of Abu Shouk cemetery, captured on 20 June2023 (left) and 18 March 2025 
(right). The comparison highlights the significant increase in burial sites over a 20-month period, reflecting the growing 
number of deaths in the area  
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Hasna recounted to DNHR that on “15 October 2024 both my husband and my uncle were 
killed in the blast. Later, they were buried in the cemetery at Abu Shouk Camp.”59    Ismail 
recounted, “My neighbour was killed in front of his house. I tried to take him to the 
hospital, but he died on the way. We buried him around 7 p.m. in the Abu Shouk 
cemetery.”60 Nasir recalled, “on 19 March 2025, I lost my wife and my son (16 years old) in 
the bombing. They died instantly. Others also died that day, we buried the dead that 
evening, around 6:00 p.m., at Abu Shouk cemetery, while shelling continued in the 
background. That day, we buried more than twenty people.”61

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk, strongly condemned the ongoing 
violence in Darfur, noting: "Such repeated attacks on civilians, which raise serious 
concerns under international humanitarian law, are totally unacceptable and must stop." 
Mr. Türk further emphasized the escalating risks to civilians: "Once again, I am raising the 
alarm about the serious risk of ethnically motivated persecution as the RSF tries to seize 
control of El Fasher and Abu Shouk camp." He reiterated his call for the protection of 
civilians and urged the establishment of humanitarian pauses in besieged areas to ensure aid 
could reach those in need.62 

59 Interview with a survivor on 4 July 2025 
60  Interview with a survivor on 16 July 2025 
61  Interview with a survivor on 22 July 2025 
62 UN, ‘Only hunger and bombs’ for besieged civilians in Sudan’s El Fasher. (13 August 2025)  

https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/news/2025/08/109538/only-hunger-and-bombs-besieged-civilians-sudans-
el-fasher  
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Image  7 The left image shows a 39-year-old man from Abu Shouk camp who was injured on 10 August 2024 due to 
artillery shelling, causing severe injuries to both of his legs. The bottom right image shows a 32-year-old man injured 
on 7 July 2025 in Abu Shouk camp, 



El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur State, is one of the largest and most historically 
significant urban centers in the Darfur region. Prior to the escalation of hostilities in April 
2023, the city functioned as a vital administrative, commercial, and humanitarian hub, home 
to major markets, hospitals and offices of international and national aid organizations. As the 
last remaining state capital in Darfur not fully under the control of a single armed group, El 
Fasher has become a strategic objective in the ongoing armed conflict. This status has made it 
the site of intensified ground fighting, sustained artillery shelling and aerial bombardments, 
particularly targeting its densely populated residential neighborhoods, such as El Mawashi 
and El-Wadi, El Fredos among others.64 

Between mid-2024 and early 2025, residents of several neighborhoods in El-Fasher, came 
under repeated bombardments by RSF and the SAF. Testimonies collected by the DNHR 
indicate that civilian areas were directly struck, causing deaths, injuries, and destruction of 
homes and property. Survivors described living in constant fear, seeking refuge in makeshift 
dugouts (khandag), and losing loved ones to indiscriminate shelling.
Lina, from Al-Masane neighborhood, recalled the events of 20th April 2024, when heavy 
artillery struck her area. “The first shell hit my brother’s home. I ran with my son into the 

3.3 Attacks on El Fasher Neighborhoods
“We are not just statistics. We are human beings. We need justice.” 63

Image  8 Google Earth satellite image captured on 12 January 2025. The red outline marks El 
Fasher city, while the blue outline indicates Zamzam camp for internally displaced persons 

63 Interview with survivor on 28 April 2025 
64 OHCHR, Sudan: Alarming El Fasher siege, hostilities must end, 20 December 2024, available at: 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/sudan-alarming-el-fasher-siege-hostilities-must-end-un-report 
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71 Interview with a survivor on 6 May 2025  
72 Interview with a survivor on 4 July 2025  
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bathroom to hide, the safest place in our house. Meanwhile, my husband ran to check on 
my brother’s family. Another shell struck and killed him instantly.”65 

Fatima, a resident of Al-Safa neighborhood, noted that by June 2024, their community had 
become a frontline between SAF and RSF. “The RSF no longer saw it as a civilian area but as 
a military base, and they began targeting it directly.”66  Abdulrahman, a resident of El-Wadi 
neighborhood, recalled that on 6th November 2024, his area came under heavy shelling from 
the eastern side of El-Fasher, where the RSF are based. “A shell hit my house, destroying 
everything inside. By God’s mercy, no one was home. I lost all our belongings, including 
six refrigerators I was storing for my brothers.”67 he said. 

Mariama, from Al-Thawra neighborhood, described an attack in January 2025,“Shells fell 
relentlessly. While my sons and I hid in the khandang (trench), my husband stayed behind. 
A shell struck our house and killed him instantly. His body was torn apart.”68 she said. 
Al Zina, from El-Mawashi neighborhood, described how on 22 March 2025, a shell struck near 
her home. “The explosion destroyed two rooms our children’s room and our crop storage. 
All the furniture and belongings were lost.”69

In addition to residential neighborhoods, local markets, schools, and hospitals places where 
civilians gathered daily to access food, education, and other necessities have been among the 
most heavily targeted areas during the conflict. These public spaces, usually bustling with 
people seeking essentials, were transformed into scenes of devastation where some of the 
gravest atrocities occurred. The shelling of these civilian sites, often occurring during peak 
hours, resulted in widespread casualties and numerous injuries, compounding the suffering of 
already vulnerable populations.

Yacoub, a vendor at El-Mawashi Market, elaborated on the widespread impact of the attacks: 
“In July 2024, Danat hit my clothing store and the one next to it. Several people nearby 
were injured by the blast.”70 (Danat is refered by local community in Darfur as bombs)

Adam recalled, “On 04 October 2024, a warplane dropped a bomb on Al Kuma’s market 
during peak hours. The market was reduced to ashes. Sixty-one people died instantly, and 
body parts were everywhere.”71 

Hasna spoke about the trauma she experienced, “On 08 October 2024, a shell fell to the east 
of the El-Mawashi market while I was working with two other women. The blast killed 
them both instantly. Parts of the market were damaged, stalls were torn apart and 
several people were injured by shrapnel and falling debris. That moment changed my life 
forever.”72  

65 Interview with a survivor on 27 April 2025   
66 Interview with a survivor on 5 June 2025  
67 Interview with a survivor on 28 April 2025   
68 Interview with a survivor on 19 May 2025   
69 Interview with a survivor on 26 May 2025   
70 Interview with a survivor on 2 June 2025   



Even schools were turned into battlegrounds, “Nahar Primary School, once a place of 
learning, was completely destroyed. Education has been turned into a military target. 
Our children now grow up knowing war instead of education.”73  Fatima told DNHR.

Hamid recounted the devastating attack on Tura Market, “On 24 March 2025, at around 2 
p.m., the Sudanese army’s air force bombed Tura Market in North Darfur. Three bombs 
fell, one in the center, one to the north, and one outside the market. The attack killed 
around 200 people and injured about 150, who were taken to the hospital for 
treatment.”74 

Volker Türk, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, issued  a statement  following the 
deadly attacks, saying “ He was deeply shocked by reports that hundreds of civilians were 
killed and scores injured, in the 24 March strikes on a busy market in Tura Village.”75

  
The deadly and persistent attacks on the civilian infrastructure and civilians violate the 
principles of distinction, proportionality under the international humanitarian law, and may 
constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. Both IHL and human rights law protect 
the right to life. The UN Human Right Council clarified that, “the right to life is the supreme 
right from which no derogation is permitted, even in situations of armed conflict and 
other public emergencies that threaten the life of the nation.”76  This right also entails the 
duty to refrain from engaging in conduct resulting in arbitrary deprivation of life.77 However, 
the conflict in Sudan has resulted in massive casualties on both side, violating the right to life.

Image  9  Google Earth and Open Street satellite images highlighting the El Mawashi market area within El Fasher city. 

73 Interview with a survivor on 5 June 2025 
74 Interview with a survivor on 21 July 2025 
75 OHCHR (2025). Statement by Volker Türk on Tura Market airstrikes, 24 March 2025. United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
76 HRC, General Comment no. 36: Article 6: Right to Life. https://docs.un.org/en/CCPR/C/GC/36  
77 HRC, General Comment no. 36: Article 6: Right to Life. https://docs.un.org/en/CCPR/C/GC/36  

Darfur Network For Human RightsEvery Day  Bombs, Hunger, and Loss of Life
accounts of forgotten victims in North Darfur.

28



The intensification of hostilities in North Darfur, particularly the indiscriminate shelling and 
aerial bombardments by the RSF and the SAF, has led to widespread violations of international 
humanitarian and human rights law. Civilian populations in IDP camps, residential 
neighborhoods, and public gathering points have turned into places of destruction, injuries, 
death and long-term devastating consequences.

“I don’t know if my husband and children are dead or alive. This war has shattered my 
family and burned everything we had. We are tired of running, crying, and begging to 
survive. Please, let the killing stop.”78  

“I have been displaced so many times from Korma in Kutum, then to Abujarbun, after that 
to Zamzam, and now here in Nertiti. Each time I moved, it was because of bombing, 
insecurity, and fear.” 79

4. Impacts of Shelling and Bombing in North Darfur 

4.1 Relentless Violence, Repeated Displacement, and 
Humanitarian Neglect

Image  10 Google Earth satellite image illustrating the route followed by displaced persons, moving from El Fasher 
through Zamzam and Shagra before reaching Tawila . The map also shows the measured distances between these 
locations. 

78 Interview with survivor on 24 April 2025 
79 Interview with a survivor on 24 April 2025 
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Across North Darfur, relentless shelling, ground assaults, and lawless violence have forcibly 
displaced tens of thousands of civilians. Families have been uprooted repeatedly, often fleeing 
under gunfire or bombardment, with no time to gather belongings or ensure the safety of their 
loved ones. For many, displacement is not a single event, but a recurring nightmare.

On the way to what they hope will be safer ground, civilians particularly women, children, and 
the elderly face persistent and life-threatening risks. Displacement routes are often unmarked, 
remote, and unprotected, leaving people vulnerable to attacks, looting, physical and sexual 
violence by the armed actors. These routes offer no access to food, water and medical care. 
Many are forced to travel on foot for days under extreme weather conditions. Families often 
become separated in the chaos, with children lost or left behind and the sick or elderly 
abandoned due to the inability to carry them. In the absence of humanitarian corridors or safe 
passage guarantees, displacement and routes to safety have themselves become an extension of 
the violence, marked by fear, exhaustion, and the complete breakdown of rule of law and safety. 
Humanitarian aid remains virtually absent along these routes. Humanitarian efforts have been 
unable to keep pace with the scope of the crisis, leaving entire communities to fend for 
themselves amid violence and despair. Even upon arrival at designated safe areas, survivors 
frequently encounter overcrowded spaces, continued insecurity, and a total lack of any 
assistance, compounding their trauma and exposing them to further harm.

The following testimonies reflect the severe hardships faced by individuals affected by the 
crisis and underscore the urgent need for sustained protection and humanitarian support. 
Waleed, another survivor, recounted the harrowing journey he and others were forced to 
endure, "I fled from Zamzam with two other families, and the RSF forced us to follow a 
specific route toward Tawilah. I was the only adult male among us, so I had to take full 
responsibility protecting everyone while also searching for food in terrible conditions. 
Along the way, armed men on camels stopped us and stole the little we had. We were 
forced to flee again, this time to Nertiti, leaving everything behind and hoping only to find 
safety and a better future for our children.”80 

Another survivor, Lina, described repeated efforts to find safety, each marked by danger, 
hardship, and sexual abuse, “On 14 April 2025, while on the road to Tawilah, I was raped by 
two RSF soldiers. They met us in the middle of the road near the outskirts of Tawilah. They 
insulted us, saying" Where are you going, are you the wife of the army?  Let’s die together, 
fools." Despite me telling them am not a wife of a soldier they didn't listen to her.”81  

IHL recognizes that the civilian population of a State affected by an armed conflict is entitled to 
receive humanitarian assistance. It regulates the conditions for providing humanitarian 
assistance, such as food, medicines, medical equipment, or other vital supplies to civilians in 
need. The Article(2)18 of Protocol II provides that: “If the civilian population is suffering 
undue hardship owing to a lack of the supplies essential for its survival, such as foodstuffs 
and medical supplies, relief actions for the civilian population which are of an exclusively 
humanitarian and impartial nature and which are conducted without any adverse 
distinction shall be undertaken subject to the consent of the High Contracting Party 
concerned.”82 
 However, this rule relies on the consent of the party and makes it often more difficult to 
implement, especially in the context of Sudan conflict.

80 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025 
81 Interview with a survivor on 27 April 2025  
82 IHL and humanitarian assistance, https://casebook.icrc.org/law/ihl-and-humanitarian-assistance  
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4.2 Missing Persons Amid Chaos and Bombardment
The Sudanese Group for Victims of Enforced Disappearance said in its April 2025 report that 
the number of missing persons had reached 1,140, including 998 men, 27 children (20 boys and 
seven girls), 116 women, and 11 people with mental health conditions.83  

In August 2025, International Committee of Red Cross noted an increase in the number of 
missing persons on the African continent, attributing the climb to the armed conflict in Sudan, 
with over 7,700 requests to help locate a missing person in relation to the conflict. This figure 
represents a 52 per cent increase compared to 2023, with a growing number of requests coming 
from neighboring Chad and South Sudan as the countries saw an outpour of people fleeing 
Sudan.84 
 
The Fact-Finding Mission on Sudan, in its October 2024 report addressed the patterns of 
abductions and missing, noting that “as of 2024 April ,  990 persons were reported missing and 
considered forcibly disappeared since the start of the conflict, according to the Sudanese People 
Initiative, including 95 women and at least 50 children.85 

Victims and witnesses who spoke with DNHR emphasized a recurring pattern of missing 
persons in the aftermath of heavy bombardments and forced displacement, with victims losing 
their loved ones among running and chaos and reporting them missing.
 
Salwa recounted the loss of her family, “On Friday (11 April 2025) in the morning hours, 
Danat began falling all over Zamzam camp. I grabbed my youngest child and started 
running, trying to find a safe place. My other children ran with their father, and we got 
separated. After I reached a valley, I realized I was alone with my son. I don't know where 
the rest of my family is. I think they got lost or ran in a different direction. I haven’t heard 
from them since.”86 

Another heartbreaking account comes from Hasna who shared her story, “On 24 October 2024, 
as heavy shelling struck Nifasha Camp, I made the painful decision to flee to protect my 
children. That same day, my 16-year-old son went missing. I searched everywhere in the 
camp, calling his name and asking anyone who might have seen him, but I could not find 
him.”87 

Fatima explained that around October 2024, her husband who was always on the move 
searching for food for the family went missing during a chaotic incident, “On that day, RSF and 
the Joint Forces, who were stationed west of the camp, began fighting. Both sides used 
Danat, and some of the shells landed inside the camp. Many people were killed, the camp 

83 Radio Tamazuj. (2024, July 8). Alarm over rise in enforced disappearances in Sudan war.   
  

84 ICRC International Day of the Disappeared: Conflict in Sudan drives missing persons cases in Africa. 
https://www.icrc.org/en/news-release/international-day-disappeared-conflict-sudan-missing-persons-cases-africa

  85 HRC. Findings of the investigations conducted by the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission for the Sudan 
into violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law, committed in the Sudan context of 
the conflict that erupted in mid -April 2023. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session57/A-HRC-57-CRP-6-
en.pdf  
86 Interview with a survivor on 24 April 2025  
87 Interview with a survivor on 4 July 2025 
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was destroyed, and several others went missing including her husband. Up to now, I don’t 
know whether he is dead or alive.”88 she said.  
Kaltouma described, “I left our home briefly to fetch something from the neighborhood. 
Suddenly, a bomb hit near our compound. I hid beside a water tank until the shelling 
stopped. When I returned, my 5 children were gone. No bodies, no traces just silence. I 
searched everywhere, but there was no sign of them. To this day, I don’t know if they are 
alive or dead. The pain of not knowing is with me every single day.”89 

Under IHL, parties to the conflict have the obligation to prevent people from going missing. 
This obligation includes ensuring that the wounded, sick, shipwrecked, and dead are searched 
for and collected, and that remains are appropriately managed.90   The rule 117 specifies that, 
“The parties to the conflict must take feasible measures to account for persons reported 
missing as a result of armed conflict and must provide their family members with any 
information on their fate.”91 

 4.3Impact on Children: The Hidden Wounds of War
“One of her daughters now suffers from severe trauma; at the sound of an airplane she 
panics and trembles with fear.” 92

After 500 days under siege, the city of Al Fasher in Sudan’s North Darfur has become an 
epicenter of child suffering, with malnutrition, disease, and violence claiming young lives daily, 
as stated by UNICEF.93  At least 600,000 people - half of them children - have been displaced 
from Al Fasher and surrounding camps in recent months. Inside the city, an estimated 260,000 
civilians, including 130,000 children, remain trapped in desperate conditions, cut off from aid 
for more than 16 months.94 

Stories that DNHR collected show the enormous suffering and the extensive and indiscriminate 
impact of the war on children from Darfur. On average, seven children per interview were 
reported as being directly affected by the conflict, with ages ranging from infants as young as 
two months old to 17 years. 

Katouma explained the impact, “I suffer from constant headaches and nosebleeds, but I 
don’t have the money to see a doctor. And at night, I can’t sleep. I think about my missing 
children every night. My heart never stops hurting. The four children who are still with 
me are not eating properly it breaks my heart more to see them suffer.”95 

Holding back tears as he spoke, Waleed recalled, “My children had been hiding in the 
khandag for so long, terrified that a shell might hit them. Eventually, they lost 

88 Interview with a survivor on 5 June 2025 
89
 Interview with a survivor on 28 April 2025  

90 Missing persons and their families -factsheet. https://www.icrc.org/en/document/missing-persons-and-their-families-
factsheet  
91 Rule 117. Accounting for Missing Persons. https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule117  
92 Interview with a survivor on 5 June 2025 
93 UNICEF Report " After 500 days under siege, children in Sudan’s Al Fasher face starvation, mass displacement, 
and deadly violence" 26 August 2025 https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/after-500-days-under-siege-children-
sudans-al-fasher-face-starvation-mass 
94 Ibid. 
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consciousness due to lack of oxygen in the hole. As soon as the shelling on Al Thawra 
paused, I carried them in a panic to the hospital, praying they’d survive. Even now, they 
cry at night because of what they saw. The fear hasn’t left them.” 96

Salwa, an elderly woman, shared the pain of separation and loss of her husband and 5 of their 
children when they were seeking shelter during the 11 April 2025 attack on Zamzam, "My son 
wakes up crying, asking for his father and his siblings. I feel helpless. I want the 
government to help us return to our home and help me find my missing children. I’m an 
old woman my life means nothing without my family. I don’t need anything else.”97   Hajjati 
recounted, “My children cried from hunger and thirst and on the way to Tawilah they beat 
my children, saying, ‘When these children grow up, they will be Toroboro fighting with the 
joint force.”98 

Amat, a displaced mother, recounted her desperate escape: "After losing everything, we fled 
Abu Shouk Camp on 20 June 2024, and set out for Tawilah. My husband was still injured 
and unwell, I was six months pregnant, and we were carrying our twin toddlers along with 
4 of my other children. We had no means of transport and were forced to walk for six days, 
enduring extreme exhaustion, hunger, and fear throughout the journey.”99  

Fatima shared how her 10 years old daughter has been severely affected, “She cries often and 
suffers from deep anxiety. We live near an airport and every time she hears the sounds of an 
airplane, she panics and trembles in fear. I don’t know how to help her.”100  

Zarga recounted in her testimony, “My young daughter 9 years old, has also been affected. 
Sometimes she asks me, “Mama, do you hear the sound of Dana? She becomes frightened 
whenever she sees soldiers carrying weapons on the road. She used to cover her eyes or 
turn her face away to avoid seeing them. These are signs of mental suffering that continue 
to affect her daily life.”101 

Kauther recalled, “My 16-year-old daughter developed hearing problems from the loud 
noises of Danats.”102   Saida also shared that the impact of explosions on her daughter made her 
develop hearing problems and now she suffers from severe constant headaches103 
During the displacement, Hajjati gave birth on the road between Kormah and Qarni, 
underscoring the extreme hardships faced by civilians on the move. The long journey also 
severely affected her children, who endured hunger, fatigue, and psychological distress, “There 
we found a group of RSF on four combat vehicles, they stopped us and said, “We will take 
your children. These are the children of Filnqayat. You are the people of El Fasher. Hunger 
brought you out. They beat both men and women, even the children. After we arrived in 
Shangil Tobay area, we found a donkey cart on loan and moved towards Tawilah at around 
6 a.m. On the way, we found a group on motorbikes, some in RSF uniforms and others in 
jalabiya. They demanded 5,000 Sudanese pound per person. They made us sit under the 
sun for two hours. The children cried from hunger and thirst. They told us, “We will beat 
you or take your children.” We said, “Beat us, but don’t take our children.” They said, “You 
have a small child.” They left me but beat my children, saying, “When these children grow 
up, they will be Toroboro fighting with the joint force.” They took our clothes, and after 
three hours they released us."104   

96 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025  
97 Interview with a survivor on 24 April 2025  
98 Interview with a survivor on 4 June 2025 
99  Interview with a survivor on 28 April 2025 

100 Interview with a survivor on 5 June 2025  
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102 Interview with a survivor on 15 May 2025
103 Interview with a survivor on 25 April 2025
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Sudan is a party to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as well the African Charter on 
the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC). Article 22 of ACERWC addresses the rights of 
children in armed conflict indicating, “state parties shall undertake to respect and ensure 
respect for rules of international humanitarian law, applicable in armed conflicts which affects 
the child. States shall also protect the civilian population in armed conflict and shall take all the 
feasible measures to ensure the protection and care of children who are affected by armed 
conflicts.”105 

 Further, the Sudan Constitution of 2019 emphasizes its obligations on the rights of children as 
outlined in the regional and international treaties. Under IHL, children are protected from 
hostilities and are entitled to special respect and protection.106  

This rule applies to all parties of conflict. The Sudanese warring parties have both violated the 
rights of children under IHL and human rights law and some of these violations may rise to the 
level of war crimes.

  
  
  
  

105 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 22: Rights of children in armed conflict 
106 Rule 135: children impacted by armed conflict are entitled to special respect and protection. 
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5. Recommendations
The findings documented in this report make clear that the people of North Darfur, 
particularly those in El Fasher, Zamzam, AbuShouk and surrounding areas are being 
subjected to continuous, unlawful, and life-threatening violence. The widespread uses of 
explosive weapons in civilian areas, including internally displaced persons (IDP) camps and 
residential neighborhoods, have resulted in mass displacement, trauma and despair. 
Survivors interviewed for this report described living under constant shelling, struggling to 
access basic services and fearing for their lives without any form of protection or access to 
humanitarian aid.

The ongoing attacks represent serious breaches of international humanitarian law, 
including violations of the principles of distinction, proportionality and precaution. 
Civilians have been targeted or harmed through indiscriminate bombardments, resulting in 
death or injuries. Humanitarian access has been repeatedly obstructed; and essential 
infrastructure including hospitals, schools, markets and IDP camps has been destroyed or 
rendered inoperable.

Documentation alone will not stop the attacks. Without bold, coordinated, and sustained 
action, the access to humanitarian aid will remain inaccessible, violations will persist, and 
the cycle of impunity will continue and peeping the already horrendous suffering of the 
people of Darfur. These recommendations reflect the demands of affected communities' 
calls for protection, access to humanitarian aid, including food, water and medical services, 
justice and urgent support that cannot be ignored. 

DNHR therefore calls relevant stakeholders to:
1. To Warring Parties (SAF, RSF, and Allied Armed Groups)

• Should issue advance warnings before attacks on populated areas, in compliance with                              
international humanitarian law.        
• Should cease military operations near civilian infrastructure such as IDP camps, 
hospitals, markets, and schools.
• Should designate and respect humanitarian corridors for aid delivery and safe civilian 
movement.
•Should  grant immediate, unconditional humanitarian services access to North Darfur, 
particularly El Fasher, Zamzam Abu Shouk and Al Kuma.

2. To Regional and Continental Bodies (AU, IGAD and Neighboring States)
• Should establish a Darfur-focused civilian protection monitoring mechanism co-led by 
AU and IGAD within 60 days, with civil society involvement.
• Should support localized ceasefire facilitation efforts in North Darfur, independent of 
national political talks.
•Should enable cross-border medical evacuations in partnership with humanitarian 
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actors.
• Should urge both parties to re-commit to the Jeddah Declaration, prioritizing 
humanitarian access and civilian protection.

3. To International Accountability and Monitoring Bodies (UN, FFM, ICC)
• Should include Sudanese civil society voices in UN Security Council briefings and ensure 
any future protection mandate includes the devastated areas of Darfur.
•Should urge FFM and Sudan experts to collaborate with CSOs and to ensure the 
maximum coordination and efforts to document atrocities as a means to preserve 
evidence for the purpose of future accountability efforts.
• The ICC should fast-track arrest warrant reviews for SAF and RSF commanders and 
prioritize evidence collection, including from refugee testimonies.

4. To Donor States and Humanitarian Agencies
• Should scale up emergency aid funding for food, health, trauma care, and shelter in 
North Darfur.
• Should prioritize psychosocial and trauma support for displaced populations, especially 
survivors in Zamzam and Abu Shouk.
• Should invest in community-led protection strategies and support forensic 
documentation of war crimes such as mass graves.
• Should mobilize action through bodies like CRC, CESCR, and the Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food to address starvation, missing persons, and child protection in conflict 
zones.

5. To African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
• Should release the report of the virtual Fact-Finding Mission in Sudan adopted during 
the ACHPR 84th Private Session, 30-21 July 2025.
• Should extend the mandate of the Fact-Finding Mission to continue monitoring the 
violations in Sudan.
• Should request a visit to Sudan to document and promote human rights. 
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Since April 2023, the armed conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) led 
by Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, has evolved into a protracted war with 
devastating consequences for civilians in North Darfur. This report documents 
extensive patterns of indiscriminate shelling, aerial bombardments, and  
attacks by both parties, with a focus on El Fasher and surrounding areas 
including Zamzam and Abu Shouk Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps, 
where the use of explosive weapons has resulted in mass casualties, 
displacement, and the destruction of vital civilian infrastructure. Drawing from 
35 verified testimonies, audiovisual evidence including open source, and 
secondary data  from humanitarian organizations, the findings highlight grave 
breaches of international humanitarian law (IHL) and international human 
rights law (IHRL), including violations of the right to life, large-scale 
destruction of civilian property, and disregard for the principles of distinction, 
precaution and proportionality.


