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Dear Partner,
The Darfur region has historically been the site of systematic violence and atrocity crimes targeting non-Arab ethnic groups, including the Fur, Zaghawa, and Masalit. These campaigns, which began in 2003 by the former Sudanese government and its allied Janjaweed militias, were characterized by village destructions, mass killings, and displacements that the international community recognized as constituting genocide.
Today, Darfur faces a catastrophic recurrence.
The Third Wave of Atrocities: Focus on El Fasher
The period between October 24–27, 2025, marks the emergence of a third major wave of mass atrocities, reaching a devastating climax in El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur State. DNHR reports an alarming escalation of violence perpetrated by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and allied militias.
These attacks are unequivocally discriminatory and ethnically motivated, directly targeting non-Arab communities. The pattern of violence bears the undeniable hallmarks of genocidal intent, similar to the atrocities witnessed in El Geneina, West Darfur, in 2023 and the original 2003–2005 genocide.
DNHR Situation Update (as of October 28, 2025)	
I. Collapse of Protection and Military Developments
· A complete breakdown of human rights protections is documented across North Darfur State, especially around El Fasher.
· The RSF has reportedly seized full control of the Headquarters of the SAF's Sixth Division in the region, consolidating its military dominance over the last major SAF stronghold in Darfur.
II. Civilian Crisis and Atrocities
· Over 4,000 civilians, including the elderly and children—are reported to be under siege and captivity following the RSF’s takeover of El Fasher.
· An additional 5,000 civilians are reported as detained along the El Fasher–Tawila road, where they are being subjected to killings, kidnapping, and torture.
· We continue to receive widespread, credible reports of summary executions, arbitrary detentions, and mass ethnic targeting, consistent with the definition of Crimes Against Humanity and Genocide.
III. Humanitarian Catastrophe
The humanitarian situation is deteriorating rapidly toward famine conditions:
· Severe Shortages of food, water, and medical care are documented.
· Mass displacement is ongoing from nearby camps, such as Abu Shouk and Zamzam, and from El Fasher city.
· The risk of mass killings, conflict-related sexual violence, forced disappearances, and systematic ethnic cleansing is at an unprecedented level.
DNHR Declaration: "Genocide No. 3"
DNHR assesses that the current escalation represents the third phase of systematic, ethnically driven mass atrocities in Darfur:
1. First Genocide (2003–2005): Government–Janjaweed campaign targeting non-Arab groups.
2. Second Wave (2023): Massacres and militia violence in West Darfur (El Geneina).
3. Third Genocide (2025): RSF-led assaults across Darfur, reaching a new and critical stage in North Darfur.
Call for Immediate Action
The unfolding crisis in El Fasher, North Darfur, marks a catastrophic renewal of genocidal violence. The RSF’s military actions, mass civilian detentions, and ethnically targeted attacks signal the onset of “Genocide No. 3.”
We demand:
· Urgent International Protection: Immediate action to protect vulnerable populations trapped in El Fasher.
· Accountability: Activation of all international documentation and accountability mechanisms to hold RSF leadership and allied perpetrators responsible for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.
· Humanitarian Access: Immediate and unimpeded access for humanitarian aid to reach hundreds of thousands of besieged civilians.
Immediate solidarity and coordinated international intervention are essential to prevent further genocidal massacres.
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