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The Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR) is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental 
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across Sudan. DNHR’s mission is to monitor, document, and report human rights viola�ons in conflict 
affected areas, and to advocate for accountability and jus�ce for survivors. Through a network of 
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both immediate accountability efforts and long-term access to jus�ce. 

I wish to express my deepest acknowledgment and hear�elt apprecia�on to all individuals, community leaders, survivors, civil society 
partners, and dedicated staff in Kampala who have worked �relessly to document the systema�c arbitrary deten�on, torture, and 
extor�on perpetrated against civilians in North Darfur. Your invaluable �me, courage, and tes�mony were instrumental in the 
produc�on of this cri�cal report exposing the brutal treatment of thousands of civilians held in RSF deten�on facili�es. 

This report sheds light on serious viola�ons of human rights and interna�onal humanitarian law in North Darfur, It reveals how the 
Rapid Support Forces converted schools, hospitals, and civilian infrastructure into deten�on facili�es where thousands of men, women, 
and children were subjected to torture, sexual violence, forced labor, and ransom-based extor�on. The evidence presented here also 
exposes deliberate efforts by RSF forces to conceal mass graves and transfer detainees before interna�onal observers could document 
condi�ons a calculated a�empt to evade accountability. These findings underscore the resilience of affected communi�es and the 
cri�cal need for immediate protec�on measures and robust accountability mechanisms. 

As the Execu�ve Director of the Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR), I reaffirm our unwavering commitment to upholding human 
dignity and exposing viola�ons of interna�onal humanitarian law and human rights.  

The need for ac�on is immediate. The people of North Darfur have the right to live in safety, dignity, and freedom. Thousands remain 
in deten�on or are unaccounted for, while countless others have been forcibly displaced. DNHR remains resolute in our commitment to 
monitor, document, and report human rights viola�ons, to amplify the voices of survivors, and to demand truth, jus�ce, and 
accountability for those who have suffered these atroci�es. 
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1- Execu�ve Summary 
"There are no civilians in El Fasher." With this declara�on, Rapid Support Forces (RSF) soldiers jus�fied the 
systema�c arbitrary arrest and deten�on of thousands of men, women, and children a�emp�ng to flee violence 
in North Darfur between May and December 2025. This blanket denial of civilian status provided cover for a 
coordinated opera�on that transformed deten�on into a lucra�ve criminal enterprise built on extor�on, forced 
labor, and systema�c torture. 

A�er over 500 days of intense figh�ng, El Fasher fell to the RSF on October 26, 20251. As tens of thousands of 
civilians fled toward Tawila, they encountered RSF forces at checkpoints and rural roads. The day before the city 
fell, an es�mated 2,000 civilians were massacred at Jabal Moya when RSF forces surrounded fleeing families 
against a mountain and opened fire. "Kill them, they are Flangait2," soldiers shouted as they con�nued shoo�ng 
un�l they ran out of ammuni�on. Those who survived faced arbitrary arrest and indefinite deten�on in a network 
of facili�es where death, torture, and exploita�on became rou�ne. 

This report documents the tes�monies of 12 survivors interviewed as well as usage of satellite imagery for 
verifica�on of loca�ons between October 2025 and January 2026. Their accounts reveal systema�c arbitrary 
deten�on across at least seven RSF-controlled facili�es including Al Mina Al Bari prison, Shallah prison, the 
General Intelligence Service (GIS), and makeshi� sites in schools and abandoned buildings. Survivors were held 
without charge, trial, or legal representa�on, for five months. All were subjected to torture. Many witnessed daily 
deaths from starva�on, disease, and abuse. 

At Al mina Al Bari prison, detainees were packed into nine metal containers holding 60 to 100 people each in 
extreme heat. "We buried 15 to 17 people every day," one survivor explained. The death toll was so rou�ne that 
it became forced labor, with young men forced to dig graves each morning and carry ammuni�on for RSF forces. 

Every single survivor was subjected to extor�on. Ransom demands ranged from 8 million to over 15 million 
Sudanese pounds. Detainees were forced to log into Facebook on RSF phones and call family members, with 
soldiers nego�a�ng ransoms in real �me. Payments were processed through mobile bank pla�orms like Bankak3. 
Those whose families could not pay remained imprisoned or were diverted into forced labor. Even survivors 
whose families paid faced addi�onal extor�on at mul�ple checkpoints. 

Where ransom failed, forced labor filled the gap. "I want this one as a slave," RSF soldiers declared while dividing 
survivors. Prisoners were forced to cook, wash clothing, slaughter livestock, and bury bodies. Survivors include a 
17-year-old boy forced into domes�c servitude in an RSF commander's house and moved with military units as a 
personal servant. 

Torture was systema�c: constant bea�ngs, detainees �ed to trees overnight, and severe sexual violence 
including rape of female detainees and castra�on of male detainees with knives. Racial dehumaniza�on 
accompanied every interac�on, with detainees called "slaves" and Flangait. Food was deliberately degraded: 
one piece of bread per day or rice mixed with soil, providing only "enough to keep us alive" for forced labor. 

The ethnic dimension cannot be ignored. When a Nuba4 detainee revealed his tribal iden�ty, RSF soldiers shot 
him immediately, declaring: "Kill all the Nuba." Detainees from Nuba, Masalit, Zaghawa, Fur, and Tama tribes 
faced systema�c arrest, torture, and execu�on based on ethnic iden�ty. 

On the evening of 27 October 2025, approximately 200 civilians fleeing El Fasher were arrested at an RSF 
checkpoint northwest of Shaqra by forces under the command of Joudat Aini Abdullah. When one person 
a�empted to escape, RSF soldiers shot him dead. The remaining detainees were transported to Shalla Prison, 
where soldiers specifically targeted members of the Zaghawa and Fur tribes and killed one young man in front of 
other detainees. A�er seven days, soldiers demanded ransoms ranging from 8 to 15 million Sudanese pounds for 
release. Three detainees were killed because they could not pay. At Al mina Al bari, a detainee spent six months 
in metal containers where seven people died due to torture, lack of ven�la�on, and absence of medical care. 
Across mul�ple facili�es including the children's hospital, Saudi Hospital, Zamzam camp, and schools in Basharia 
neighborhood, a consistent pa�ern emerged: arbitrary deten�on, systema�c torture under named RSF 
commanders, ransom demands via forced family contact, and deaths of those unable to pay. 

These 12 tes�monies represent only a frac�on of those held in RSF custody. Thousands remain missing. Survivors 
are s�ll not safe: many remain in Tawila5 fearing RSF a�ack, others have fled to refugee camps in Chad and South 
Sudan.6 They con�nue searching for fathers, brothers, wives, and children last seen during mass arrests. The 
trauma of not knowing their loved ones' fate is a wound that refuses to heal. 

The documented viola�ons cons�tute crimes against humanity, murder, enslavement, torture, rape and sexual 
violence, ethnic persecu�on, enforced disappearance as part of a widespread and systema�c a�ack against 
civilians. These viola�ons breach Common Ar�cle 3 of the Geneva Conven�ons7, the Interna�onal Covenant on 
Civil and Poli�cal Rights8, and the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, to which Sudan is a state party.9 

This report calls for urgent, coordinated ac�on by na�onal, regional, and interna�onal actors to end the 
systema�c arbitrary deten�on, torture, and extor�on of civilians in North Darfur. The RSF must immediately and 
uncondi�onally release all civilians arbitrarily detained in facili�es across North Darfur, including those held at 
Shalla Prison, Al mina Al bari, and makeshi� deten�on sites in schools, hospitals, and containers. The RSF must 
cease all forms of torture, sexual violence, and forced labor, and grant immediate, uncondi�onal access to all 
deten�on facili�es to independent human rights monitors, humanitarian organiza�ons, and medical personnel. 
The African Union Peace and Security Council and the UN Human Rights Council must establish an independent 
commission of inquiry with a mandate to inves�gate arbitrary deten�on, torture, sexual violence, and forced 
labor in North Darfur, and to iden�fy individuals responsible for these crimes. The UN Security Council should 
enforce the arms embargo on Darfur, expand its scope to cover all of Sudan, and impose targeted sanc�ons on 
RSF commanders credibly implicated in arbitrary deten�on and crimes against humanity. The Interna�onal 
Criminal Court must priori�ze inves�ga�ons into the systema�c deten�on and torture documented in this report 
and issue arrest warrants for those bearing command responsibility for these viola�ons. 

The people detained in RSF facili�es are civilians who fled violence seeking safety. This report is both a record of 
their suffering and a demand for accountability. Without ac�on, this system of arbitrary deten�on, torture, and 
extor�on will con�nue unchecked. 

1-Al Jazeera, "Sudan's El-Fasher 'a crime scene' a�er RSF takeover: UN aid chief," 19 November 2025, 
h�ps:��www.aljazeera.com/news�2025�11�19�sudans-el-fasher-a-crime-scene-a�er-rsf-takeover-un-aid-chief  
2- A derogatory Arabic term used by RSF forces to designate individuals as SAF supporters or "slaves." The term was used 
systema�cally to criminalize civilians and jus�fy arbitrary deten�on.   
3- Khartoum Bank Mobile Banking Applica�on
4- A diverse collec�on of over 50 indigenous ethnic groups inhabi�ng the Nuba Mountains of South Kordofan, Sudan   
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5-Locality in North Darfur that has emerged as a primary refuge for hundreds of thousands of civilians fleeing the siege of El Fashe
6-DNHR: The Fall of El Fasher and the Humanitarian Catastrophe; 
h�ps:��dnhr.org�2025�11�18�el-fasher-crisis-darfur-humanitarian-catastrophe�
7 h�ps:��ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-trea�es/gci-1949�ar�cle-3
8-h�ps:��www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/interna�onal-covenant-civil-and-poli�cal-rights 
9  h�ps:��achpr.au.int/en/states   
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The situa�on today is the most severe Sudan has ever faced. In the last two years, the conflict has spiraled into 
the world's largest displacement crisis, with over 12.1 million people forced to flee their homes, of whom an 
es�mate of about 7.6 million are displaced within Sudan and 4.2 million have sought refuge in other countries.15 
Indiscriminate shelling, targeted a�acks on health facili�es and IDP camps, and obstruc�on of humanitarian aid 
have pushed the region to the brink of collapse. 

For over 500 days, El Fasher withstood the RSF’s siege and assault. The eventual fall of the city on 26 October 
2025 marked a decisive turning point.16 The United Na�ons Office for the Coordina�on of Humanitarian Affairs 
es�mated that over 62,000 people fled El Fasher between 26 and 29 October 2025 alone.17 Survivors described 
waking up to the sound of shelling, o�en without warning, as ar�llery and airstrikes hit homes, schools, markets, 
and water points. 

In the days immediately preceding and following El Fasher's fall, mul�ple credible sources documented mass 
killings of civilians. The UN Human Rights Office documented at least 6,000 deaths in the first three days of the 
RSF offensive (25-27 October), including approximately 500 people killed at Al-Rashid dormitory at El Fasher 
University and 600 people executed while sheltering in university facili�es.18 The Interna�onal Criminal Court's 
Deputy Prosecutor described the violence as an "organized, calculated campaign" involving mass execu�ons, 
sexual violence, arbitrary deten�on, and the crea�on of mass graves.19 

The evidence and tes�monies gathered for this report to paint a stark picture of the daily reality faced by civilians 
a�emp�ng to flee North Darfur. Those who survived mass killings at checkpoints o�en found themselves 
detained in metal containers, schools, or abandoned buildings converted into makeshi� prisons. Access to food, 
clean water, and medical services became nearly impossible. Even the roads to safety offered no safety, as they 
were filled with danger, including con�nuing a�acks, extor�on at mul�ple RSF checkpoints, and the ever-present 
threat of arbitrary arrest. 

This report focuses specifically on arbitrary deten�on, torture, extor�on, and forced labor perpetrated by the RSF 
against civilians in North Darfur between May and December 2025, with par�cular emphasis on the period 
surrounding the fall of El Fasher on 26 October 2025, when viola�ons escalated significantly. The geographic 
scope covers areas of North Darfur under RSF control, including El Fasher, Shagra, Zamzam, and routes between 
these loca�ons and Tawila. 

2- Introduc�on  
The Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR) is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organiza�on 
that monitors and documents human rights viola�ons in Darfur and other areas of Sudan, provides legal 
assistance to vic�ms, and advocates for change with the Sudanese government and interna�onal community. 
Since its establishment, DNHR has maintained a presence in documen�ng pa�erns of human rights viola�ons 
across Darfur, building an extensive archive of evidence that tracks both the con�nuity and escala�on of 
violence endured by communi�es in the region. 

Since 2003, the Darfur region has endured repeated cycles of armed conflict and state-led violence. What began 
as an uprising by rebel groups demanding an end to decades of poli�cal and economic marginaliza�on was met 
with a brutal military campaign by Sudanese government forces and allied mili�as.10 These waves of violence 
resulted in mass atroci�es, a�acks on civilians, forced displacement, and the destruc�on of en�re communi�es, 
drawing interna�onal condemna�on and the issuance of arrest warrants for Sudanese officials by the 
Interna�onal Criminal Court (ICC).11 Although the intensity of figh�ng has fluctuated over the years, the violence 
in Darfur has never truly ceased. 

On 15 April 2023, Sudan descended into full-scale conflict as a power struggle between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF), led by General Abdel Fa�ah al-Burhan, and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), led by Mohamed 
Hamdan Dagalo (known as Hemed�), erupted into widespread violence.12 North Darfur quickly became one of 
the most severely affected regions, with El Fasher, the last remaining state capital in Darfur not under RSF control, 
emerging as a key ba�leground. 

El Fasher's strategic significance lies in its status as both a humanitarian and military stronghold. The city hosts 
one of the largest UN humanitarian logis�cs hubs in the region, serving displaced popula�ons across the en�re 
region of Darfur.13 Militarily, controlling El Fasher would give the RSF dominance over all five Darfur state capitals, 
allowing them to consolidate power across western Sudan. For the SAF and allied groups, defending El Fasher is 
cri�cal to preven�ng full RSF control of Darfur and maintaining an essen�al supply line to their remaining 
strongholds.14 

Darfur Network For Human Rights
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and water points. 

In the days immediately preceding and following El Fasher's fall, mul�ple credible sources documented mass 
killings of civilians. The UN Human Rights Office documented at least 6,000 deaths in the first three days of the 
RSF offensive (25-27 October), including approximately 500 people killed at Al-Rashid dormitory at El Fasher 
University and 600 people executed while sheltering in university facili�es.18 The Interna�onal Criminal Court's 
Deputy Prosecutor described the violence as an "organized, calculated campaign" involving mass execu�ons, 
sexual violence, arbitrary deten�on, and the crea�on of mass graves.19 

The evidence and tes�monies gathered for this report to paint a stark picture of the daily reality faced by civilians 
a�emp�ng to flee North Darfur. Those who survived mass killings at checkpoints o�en found themselves 
detained in metal containers, schools, or abandoned buildings converted into makeshi� prisons. Access to food, 
clean water, and medical services became nearly impossible. Even the roads to safety offered no safety, as they 
were filled with danger, including con�nuing a�acks, extor�on at mul�ple RSF checkpoints, and the ever-present 
threat of arbitrary arrest. 

This report focuses specifically on arbitrary deten�on, torture, extor�on, and forced labor perpetrated by the RSF 
against civilians in North Darfur between May and December 2025, with par�cular emphasis on the period 
surrounding the fall of El Fasher on 26 October 2025, when viola�ons escalated significantly. The geographic 
scope covers areas of North Darfur under RSF control, including El Fasher, Shagra, Zamzam, and routes between 
these loca�ons and Tawila. 

The Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR) is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organiza�on 
that monitors and documents human rights viola�ons in Darfur and other areas of Sudan, provides legal 
assistance to vic�ms, and advocates for change with the Sudanese government and interna�onal community. 
Since its establishment, DNHR has maintained a presence in documen�ng pa�erns of human rights viola�ons 
across Darfur, building an extensive archive of evidence that tracks both the con�nuity and escala�on of 
violence endured by communi�es in the region. 

Since 2003, the Darfur region has endured repeated cycles of armed conflict and state-led violence. What began 
as an uprising by rebel groups demanding an end to decades of poli�cal and economic marginaliza�on was met 
with a brutal military campaign by Sudanese government forces and allied mili�as.10 These waves of violence 
resulted in mass atroci�es, a�acks on civilians, forced displacement, and the destruc�on of en�re communi�es, 
drawing interna�onal condemna�on and the issuance of arrest warrants for Sudanese officials by the 
Interna�onal Criminal Court (ICC).11 Although the intensity of figh�ng has fluctuated over the years, the violence 
in Darfur has never truly ceased. 

On 15 April 2023, Sudan descended into full-scale conflict as a power struggle between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF), led by General Abdel Fa�ah al-Burhan, and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), led by Mohamed 
Hamdan Dagalo (known as Hemed�), erupted into widespread violence.12 North Darfur quickly became one of 
the most severely affected regions, with El Fasher, the last remaining state capital in Darfur not under RSF control, 
emerging as a key ba�leground. 

El Fasher's strategic significance lies in its status as both a humanitarian and military stronghold. The city hosts 
one of the largest UN humanitarian logis�cs hubs in the region, serving displaced popula�ons across the en�re 
region of Darfur.13 Militarily, controlling El Fasher would give the RSF dominance over all five Darfur state capitals, 
allowing them to consolidate power across western Sudan. For the SAF and allied groups, defending El Fasher is 
cri�cal to preven�ng full RSF control of Darfur and maintaining an essen�al supply line to their remaining 
strongholds.14 
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This report builds upon the DNHR's longstanding documenta�on efforts. Before the outbreak of the current 
conflict in April 2023, DNHR had recorded pa�erns of human rights viola�ons across Darfur. Drawing on that 
founda�on, this report focuses on a new and intensified wave of abuses unfolding in North Darfur State, 
specifically the systema�c arbitrary deten�on, torture, extor�on, and forced labor perpetrated by the RSF against 
civilians a�emp�ng to flee violence. 

Between October 2025 and January 2026, DNHR documented viola�ons using secure remote interviews 
conducted through encrypted communica�on channels. DNHR interviewed a total of 12 individuals, all of whom 
are survivors of arbitrary deten�on by RSF forces. The survivor's range in age from 17 to 58 years old and come 
from diverse tribal backgrounds. 

One interview involved a minor (17 years old) and was conducted with the presence and consent of the child's 
legal guardian, who remained present throughout to ensure the minor's comfort and protec�on. DNHR followed 
interna�onal best prac�ces for interviewing child survivors of trauma and serious human rights viola�ons. 

DNHR primarily conducted interviews in Arabic and other local languages. All tes�monies were later translated 
into English by qualified translators to preserve the accuracy and integrity of the original accounts. Transla�on 
protocols ensured that nuances, terminology, and survivor voices were maintained throughout the 
documenta�on process. 

All interviews were conducted voluntarily, without compensa�on. Interviewees were informed about the nature 
and purpose of the research, how the informa�on would be used, their right to refuse to answer ques�ons or 
stop the interview at any �me, and measures taken to protect their confiden�ality. Informed consent, either oral 
or wri�en, was obtained in each case and provided in both Arabic and English for clarity. Pseudonyms and coded 
iden�fiers are used throughout this report to protect survivor iden��es. 

A secure environment was used for all remote interviews. DNHR monitors in Kampala, Uganda, conducted 
interviews with survivors who had reached rela�ve safety in Tawila, Chad, or South Sudan. Security protocols 
were implemented to protect both survivors and monitors, including encrypted communica�on channels and 
strict data protec�on measures. 

Every effort was made to verify the accuracy of the informa�on. Challenges such as communica�on blackouts, 
limited humanitarian access, and ongoing security threats posed constraints to the research process. Therefore, 
the findings presented in This report reflect the best available evidence at the �me of wri�ng but are not 
exhaus�ve. The actual scale of arbitrary deten�on, torture, extor�on, and forced labor is undoubtedly 
significantly higher than what DNHR was able to document. 

3- Methodology 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Geographical Scope

Darfur Network For Human Rights

Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

According to the "Rapid Support Forces Act 2017" enacted by the Government of Sudan and effec�ve from 
February 19, 2018, both RSF and the SAF are recognized as state actors.20 Following the conflict that erupted on 
April 15,2023 between them, Abdel Fa�ah al-Burhan, Chairman of the Sudanese Sovereign Council and 
Commander-in-Chief of the SAF, issued two decisions officially dissolving the RSF and abolishing the RSF Law of 
2017.21 

The laws of war, called interna�onal humanitarian law, dis�nguish between armed conflicts categorised as 
"interna�onal" and "non-interna�onal." According to the Geneva Conven�ons of 1949, interna�onal conflict 
regula�ons apply to any armed conflict involving two or more states. Conversely, conflicts involving one or more 
non-state armed groups are labelled non-interna�onal armed conflict (NIAC).22 

Regarding the clashes that erupted in Sudan since April 15, 2023 – in Khartoum and across the country – between 
the SAF and the RSF, they are classified as NIAC as they meet the criteria outlined in the Geneva Conven�ons for 
NIAC. Firstly, the level of armed violence must surpass internal disturbances and tensions of which the current 
situa�on has achieved, leading to the displacement of more than 8.1 million people,23 thus sa�sfying this 
criterion. 

Secondly, in every NIAC, at least one side must be a non-state armed group exhibi�ng a certain level of 
organisa�on. Government forces are presumed to meet the criteria of organisa�on24, and the RSF, being a 
paramilitary organisa�on controlling almost all of Darfur region and other parts of the country,25 also meets this 
criterion. Moreover, the Geneva Conven�ons do not explicitly define what cons�tutes a "high contrac�ng party," 
which refers to the state government. Since both the SAF and the RSF cannot simultaneously represent the 
government of Sudan, the conflict between them is categorised as a non-interna�onal armed conflict.26 

As men�oned earlier, the conflict in Sudan qualifies as a non-interna�onal armed conflict (NIAC) according to 
interna�onal law. As such, relevant legal frameworks encompass Common Ar�cle 3 of the Geneva Conven�ons of 
1949, which outlines basic standards for the treatment of individuals under the control of a warring party, 
including civilians and captured or wounded combatants,.27and Addi�onal Protocol II to the Geneva Conven�ons, 
which Sudan ra�fied in 2006, establishing laws governing methods and means of warfare.28 

Sudan must adhere to various interna�onal and regional human rights trea�es, the African Charter on Human 

and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). The principle of dis�nc�on, a fundamental aspect of IHL, mandates that all par�es 
involved in a conflict must consistently differen�ate between civilians and combatants. Addi�onal Protocol II 
explicitly states that civilians, collec�vely and individually, should not be targeted.29 They are protected from 
a�acks unless they are directly par�cipa�ng in hos�li�es.30 When there is uncertainty about someone's status, 
they should be presumed to be a civilian and shielded from direct a�acks.31 Targe�ng civilians who are not 
directly involved in hos�li�es cons�tutes a grave breach of the laws of war and is considered a war crime.32 

Torture and ill-treatment are prohibited under IHL.33 Furthermore, torture is deemed a crime of interna�onal 
concern and may cons�tute war crimes, and crimes against humanity.34  

Ar�cle 1 of CAT35 defines "torture" as any inten�onal act causing severe physical or mental pain or suffering 
inflicted by a public official or someone ac�ng in an official capacity for purposes such as obtaining informa�on, 
punishment, coercion, or discrimina�on. It explicitly excludes pain arising from lawful sanc�ons.  

The prohibi�on s�pulates that states must abstain from par�cipa�ng in any acts of torture or other forms of 
ill-treatment and ac�vely take steps to prevent, inves�gate, prosecute, punish, and provide redress for such 
acts.36 Ar�cle 2 of the CAT emphasises the paramount importance of preven�ng torture through the 
implementa�on of "effec�ve legisla�ve, administra�ve, judicial or other measures." Achieving effec�ve 
implementa�on of this prohibi�on necessitates state actors to undertake various legal and prac�cal measures 
aimed at substan�ally mi�ga�ng the likelihood of torture.37 Sudan ra�fied CAT on August 10, 2021, without any 
reserva�on.38 

Ar�cle 5 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights states: "No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment,"39 to which Sudan has been a party since 1963.40 

Ar�cle 7(1) (f) of the Rome Statute designates torture as a crime against humanity.41 Despite Sudan not being a 
State Party to the Rome Statute, the United Na�ons Security Council (UNSC) referred the situa�on in Darfur to 
the ICC through Resolu�on 1593 (2005) on March 31, 2005. This referral grants the ICC jurisdic�on over crimes 
outlined in the Rome Statute commi�ed in Darfur, Sudan, from July 1, 2002.42 Most torture cases documented by 
the DNHR in this report have taken place in the Darfur region, thereby providing a basis for the ICC to inves�gate 
these cases. 
 

4- Applicable Legal Framework
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

According to the "Rapid Support Forces Act 2017" enacted by the Government of Sudan and effec�ve from 
February 19, 2018, both RSF and the SAF are recognized as state actors.20 Following the conflict that erupted on 
April 15,2023 between them, Abdel Fa�ah al-Burhan, Chairman of the Sudanese Sovereign Council and 
Commander-in-Chief of the SAF, issued two decisions officially dissolving the RSF and abolishing the RSF Law of 
2017.21 

The laws of war, called interna�onal humanitarian law, dis�nguish between armed conflicts categorised as 
"interna�onal" and "non-interna�onal." According to the Geneva Conven�ons of 1949, interna�onal conflict 
regula�ons apply to any armed conflict involving two or more states. Conversely, conflicts involving one or more 
non-state armed groups are labelled non-interna�onal armed conflict (NIAC).22 

Regarding the clashes that erupted in Sudan since April 15, 2023 – in Khartoum and across the country – between 
the SAF and the RSF, they are classified as NIAC as they meet the criteria outlined in the Geneva Conven�ons for 
NIAC. Firstly, the level of armed violence must surpass internal disturbances and tensions of which the current 
situa�on has achieved, leading to the displacement of more than 8.1 million people,23 thus sa�sfying this 
criterion. 

Secondly, in every NIAC, at least one side must be a non-state armed group exhibi�ng a certain level of 
organisa�on. Government forces are presumed to meet the criteria of organisa�on24, and the RSF, being a 
paramilitary organisa�on controlling almost all of Darfur region and other parts of the country,25 also meets this 
criterion. Moreover, the Geneva Conven�ons do not explicitly define what cons�tutes a "high contrac�ng party," 
which refers to the state government. Since both the SAF and the RSF cannot simultaneously represent the 
government of Sudan, the conflict between them is categorised as a non-interna�onal armed conflict.26 

As men�oned earlier, the conflict in Sudan qualifies as a non-interna�onal armed conflict (NIAC) according to 
interna�onal law. As such, relevant legal frameworks encompass Common Ar�cle 3 of the Geneva Conven�ons of 
1949, which outlines basic standards for the treatment of individuals under the control of a warring party, 
including civilians and captured or wounded combatants,.27and Addi�onal Protocol II to the Geneva Conven�ons, 
which Sudan ra�fied in 2006, establishing laws governing methods and means of warfare.28 

Sudan must adhere to various interna�onal and regional human rights trea�es, the African Charter on Human 

and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). The principle of dis�nc�on, a fundamental aspect of IHL, mandates that all par�es 
involved in a conflict must consistently differen�ate between civilians and combatants. Addi�onal Protocol II 
explicitly states that civilians, collec�vely and individually, should not be targeted.29 They are protected from 
a�acks unless they are directly par�cipa�ng in hos�li�es.30 When there is uncertainty about someone's status, 
they should be presumed to be a civilian and shielded from direct a�acks.31 Targe�ng civilians who are not 
directly involved in hos�li�es cons�tutes a grave breach of the laws of war and is considered a war crime.32 

Torture and ill-treatment are prohibited under IHL.33 Furthermore, torture is deemed a crime of interna�onal 
concern and may cons�tute war crimes, and crimes against humanity.34  

Ar�cle 1 of CAT35 defines "torture" as any inten�onal act causing severe physical or mental pain or suffering 
inflicted by a public official or someone ac�ng in an official capacity for purposes such as obtaining informa�on, 
punishment, coercion, or discrimina�on. It explicitly excludes pain arising from lawful sanc�ons.  

The prohibi�on s�pulates that states must abstain from par�cipa�ng in any acts of torture or other forms of 
ill-treatment and ac�vely take steps to prevent, inves�gate, prosecute, punish, and provide redress for such 
acts.36 Ar�cle 2 of the CAT emphasises the paramount importance of preven�ng torture through the 
implementa�on of "effec�ve legisla�ve, administra�ve, judicial or other measures." Achieving effec�ve 
implementa�on of this prohibi�on necessitates state actors to undertake various legal and prac�cal measures 
aimed at substan�ally mi�ga�ng the likelihood of torture.37 Sudan ra�fied CAT on August 10, 2021, without any 
reserva�on.38 

Ar�cle 5 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights states: "No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment,"39 to which Sudan has been a party since 1963.40 

Ar�cle 7(1) (f) of the Rome Statute designates torture as a crime against humanity.41 Despite Sudan not being a 
State Party to the Rome Statute, the United Na�ons Security Council (UNSC) referred the situa�on in Darfur to 
the ICC through Resolu�on 1593 (2005) on March 31, 2005. This referral grants the ICC jurisdic�on over crimes 
outlined in the Rome Statute commi�ed in Darfur, Sudan, from July 1, 2002.42 Most torture cases documented by 
the DNHR in this report have taken place in the Darfur region, thereby providing a basis for the ICC to inves�gate 
these cases. 
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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The situa�on inside the prison was extremely dire. The number of detainees exceeded over 10,000, all male, 
ranging from young children to the elderly. The rooms are very small, approximately 4 by 3 meters in size, and 
around 20 people or more were held in a single room under a �ght guard.43  

Beyond those two major sites, DNHR corroborated informa�on confirming that the RSF has repurposed a wide 
range of civilian, public, and security-related infrastructure for deten�on purposes. These included residen�al 
buildings, government facili�es par�cularly premises belonging to the Ministry of Educa�on, former Na�onal 
Intelligence offices, SAF military basements, as well as abandoned homes and containers located in Zamzam IDP 
camp, loca�ons along the road to Tawila, as well as remote sites in mountainous and bush areas.44 

Of the seven deten�on sites corroborated by DNHR, six are located within El Fasher, while one is situated in Ed 
Deain, East Darfur, inside a former SAF military base. DNHR has reasonable grounds to believe that the RSF 
operates a significantly larger number of deten�on sites than those that could be independently corroborated for 
the purposes of This report. 

According to tes�monies, the RSF has employed a systema�c approach to deten�on across North Darfur, 
beginning at checkpoints and con�nuing through temporary deten�on facili�es. Checkpoints, sca�ered 
throughout areas under RSF control, serve as ini�al points of deten�on, where civilians, security personnel, and 
some�mes en�re families are stopped, interrogated, and frequently subjected to physical harm. 

Temporary deten�on facili�es are then used as interim sites, where detainees are frequently transferred a�er 
being processed at checkpoints. Condi�ons in these facili�es reflect a severe disregard for the well-being of 
detainees, with consistent reports of torture, overcrowding, and depriva�on of necessi�es, including food and 
water. 

Vic�ms consistently iden�fied Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison and Shallah Deten�on Centre as the final des�na�ons for 
detainees, where individuals are subjected to prolonged arbitrary deten�on under severe and inhumane 
condi�ons. 

 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

The findings of This report reveal gross viola�ons and abuses of interna�onal human rights law and serious 
viola�ons of IHL commi�ed by the RSF in deten�on facili�es in El Fasher following their takeover of the city on 26 
October 2025. The RSF engaged in widespread arbitrary deten�on of civilians, o�en holding individuals 
indefinitely without charge, without access to legal representa�on, and without being presented before a court. 

Detainees were subjected to severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment, including bea�ngs, death threats, 
and psychological abuse. Deten�on condi�ons in RSF-controlled facili�es were inhumane, characterized by 
severe overcrowding, poor ven�la�on, and inadequate sanita�on. Insufficient food and water resulted in 
malnutri�on and preventable deaths, while the denial of medical care led to deaths from untreated illnesses and 
injuries. These prac�ces reflect a pa�ern of systema�c abuse by the RSF against civilians detained in El Fasher. 

5- Key Findings

DNHR corroborated informa�on concerning the existence of approximately seven RSF-controlled places of 
deten�on in North Darfur. For the period covered by This report, it is es�mated that around 10,000 individuals. 
Reports and vic�ms’ accounts consistently indicated that persons deprived of their liberty in these facili�es 
included civilians and SAF personnel, illustra�ng the broad and diverse profiles of detainees held by the RSF. 
Vic�ms consistently iden�fied the RSF’s largest and most established deten�on facili�es Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison  
Located in the eastern part of the city, south of the na�onal highway linking Khartoum and El Fasher. According 
to the survivor's tes�monies, the immediate supervisor of the prison was Ali Mohammed Al-Radi, holding the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and the general supervisor was Abbas Kater Bakhit. 

Survivors further explained that Detainees were placed inside metal containers, 6 to 8 meters long and about two 
meters wide, numbering more than 9 containers, in addi�on to three buildings. The number of detainees 
exceeded one thousand people. In a single container, more than 80 people were held without the ability to sit or 
move. 
Shallah Deten�on Centre located in the southwestern part of El Fasher city, southwest of El Fasher airport and 
northwest of the road connec�ng Nyala and El Fasher. 

5.1 Conditions in RSF-Controlled Detention Centers in North Darfur 

Google Earth imagery showing the loca�on of Al-mina Al-bari in El Fasher, North Darfur [13°37'30.79"N 25°24'08.97"E] (source: 
Imagery © [2025] Maxar Technologies, Google; map data © Google).Link 
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 



"We Could Not Breathe Inside Those Containers" 16
Arbitrary Detention, Torture, and Extortion by the Rapid Support Forces in North Darfur

The situa�on inside the prison was extremely dire. The number of detainees exceeded over 10,000, all male, 
ranging from young children to the elderly. The rooms are very small, approximately 4 by 3 meters in size, and 
around 20 people or more were held in a single room under a �ght guard.43  

Beyond those two major sites, DNHR corroborated informa�on confirming that the RSF has repurposed a wide 
range of civilian, public, and security-related infrastructure for deten�on purposes. These included residen�al 
buildings, government facili�es par�cularly premises belonging to the Ministry of Educa�on, former Na�onal 
Intelligence offices, SAF military basements, as well as abandoned homes and containers located in Zamzam IDP 
camp, loca�ons along the road to Tawila, as well as remote sites in mountainous and bush areas.44 

Of the seven deten�on sites corroborated by DNHR, six are located within El Fasher, while one is situated in Ed 
Deain, East Darfur, inside a former SAF military base. DNHR has reasonable grounds to believe that the RSF 
operates a significantly larger number of deten�on sites than those that could be independently corroborated for 
the purposes of This report. 

According to tes�monies, the RSF has employed a systema�c approach to deten�on across North Darfur, 
beginning at checkpoints and con�nuing through temporary deten�on facili�es. Checkpoints, sca�ered 
throughout areas under RSF control, serve as ini�al points of deten�on, where civilians, security personnel, and 
some�mes en�re families are stopped, interrogated, and frequently subjected to physical harm. 

Temporary deten�on facili�es are then used as interim sites, where detainees are frequently transferred a�er 
being processed at checkpoints. Condi�ons in these facili�es reflect a severe disregard for the well-being of 
detainees, with consistent reports of torture, overcrowding, and depriva�on of necessi�es, including food and 
water. 

Vic�ms consistently iden�fied Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison and Shallah Deten�on Centre as the final des�na�ons for 
detainees, where individuals are subjected to prolonged arbitrary deten�on under severe and inhumane 
condi�ons. 

 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

DNHR corroborated informa�on concerning the existence of approximately seven RSF-controlled places of 
deten�on in North Darfur. For the period covered by This report, it is es�mated that around 10,000 individuals. 
Reports and vic�ms’ accounts consistently indicated that persons deprived of their liberty in these facili�es 
included civilians and SAF personnel, illustra�ng the broad and diverse profiles of detainees held by the RSF. 
Vic�ms consistently iden�fied the RSF’s largest and most established deten�on facili�es Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison  
Located in the eastern part of the city, south of the na�onal highway linking Khartoum and El Fasher. According 
to the survivor's tes�monies, the immediate supervisor of the prison was Ali Mohammed Al-Radi, holding the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and the general supervisor was Abbas Kater Bakhit. 

Survivors further explained that Detainees were placed inside metal containers, 6 to 8 meters long and about two 
meters wide, numbering more than 9 containers, in addi�on to three buildings. The number of detainees 
exceeded one thousand people. In a single container, more than 80 people were held without the ability to sit or 
move. 
Shallah Deten�on Centre located in the southwestern part of El Fasher city, southwest of El Fasher airport and 
northwest of the road connec�ng Nyala and El Fasher. 

Satellite imagery from Planet Labs during the period from 20 
October 2025 to 12 December 2025 shows the loca�on of 
the Al-Mina Al-Bari deten�on center in El Fasher, North 
Darfur, with visible vehicle movement and clear ground 
disturbances, including possible excava�on marks, which we 
believe may indicate the presence of poten�al mass graves in 
the highlighted areas [13.62486° N, 25.40247° E]. Source: 
Interviews, imagery © Planet Labs PBC, @2025.Link 
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Darfur Network For Human Rights

Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 

5.1.1 Torture and other forms of ill-treatment 

 45 interview with a survivor on 17 December 2025

Form of torture used by RSF on civilians 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

46 Interview with a survivor on 21 November 2025  
47 Interview with a survivor on 21 January 2026  
48 Interview with a survivor on 1 January 2026  
49 Interview with a survivor on 16 January 2026  
50 Interview with a survivor on 21 January 2026
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 



"We Could Not Breathe Inside Those Containers" 19
Arbitrary Detention, Torture, and Extortion by the Rapid Support Forces in North Darfur

 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

In one par�cularly compelling tes�mony, a detainee described how a fellow detainee was killed based on 
suspected support for SAF. He recounted: “While I was detained, one of the drivers who had been arrested with 
me was asked about his name and tribe. When he answered that his name was Kuku Ahmed and that he was 
Nuba by a tribe, the soldiers shot him immediately. A�er killing him, the RSF soldiers said, ‘Kill all the Nuba, they 
are all followers of Kabashi, the second leader of SAF.”52 

Another vic�m recounted being beaten and abused using racially derogatory language, sta�ng that RSF personnel 
told him: “You are Flaqayat53, you are slaves, you support the army.” When he a�empted to explain that they 
were civilians, one of the soldiers struck him on the head with the bu� of a rifle, causing him injuries. 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

51 Interview with a survivor on 22 January 2026  
52 Interview with a survivor on 21 January 2026  
53 followers of SAF  

Satellite imagery from Planet Labs during the period from 23 October 2025 to 8 November 2025 shows the loca�on of 
Shalla Prison deten�on center in El Fasher, North Darfur, with visible vehicle movement (motorcycles) in the highlighted 
areas [13.59133° N, 25.30943° E].Source: Interviews, imagery © Planet Labs PBC, 2025.Link 
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 



"We Could Not Breathe Inside Those Containers" 20
Arbitrary Detention, Torture, and Extortion by the Rapid Support Forces in North Darfur

 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Deten�on facili�es under RSF control, par�cularly Shalla and Al Mina Al Bari prisons, were marked by severe 
overcrowding and the systema�c depriva�on of basic services. Detainees including civilians, security personnel, 
and individuals suspected of affilia�on with the SAF reported being confined in cramped spaces with minimal 
ven�la�on, inadequate access to drinking water, and severely limited sanita�on facili�es. 

These sites, o�en repurposed residen�al buildings or commercial premises, func�oned as temporary deten�on 
loca�ons where individuals were held and processed before being transferred to larger, long-term deten�on 
centers. Condi�ons within these facili�es were consistently described as inten�onally puni�ve, reflec�ng a 
deliberate disregard for the health, dignity, and well-being of detainees. 

In Al-Mina Al-Bari, vic�ms reported to DNHR that they were detained in severely overcrowded condi�ons, in 
spaces wholly unfit to accommodate large numbers of people. Tes�monies described detainees being confined 
in small metal containers holding more than 60 individuals each, with no ven�la�on. 

One survivor stated: “There were nine containers in Al-Mina Al-Bari, and each container held about sixty people. 
In addi�on, there were three rooms for older men, and each room held around forty-five detainees. The 
containers were extremely overcrowded, with very li�le air. Many of us struggled to breathe, especially during 
the day when the heat was unbearable.”54 

 In another container of the same facility, a survivor confirmed the same overcrowding condi�ons, saying “We 
were pushed into a container that already held over 60 detainees. The space was extremely crowded, with almost 
no air. It was unbearably hot, and breathing became difficult, especially during the day�me. Many of us felt dizzy 
and weak because of the heat and lack of ven�la�on and given no food.” 55 

 A further account confirms the same pa�ern of overcrowding: “The soldiers pushed us roughly into the 
container. Inside, it was extremely crowded, with around eighty to one hundred people packed together. It was 
very hot” 

Similar condi�ons of severe overcrowding were reported in Shalla Prison, where detainees were also held in 
containers and confined spaces. A survivor detained at Shalla Prison recounted being held in an enclosed room 
with numerous others, describing extreme conges�on and lack of space. The survivor stated: “They took all 
twenty of us into a small room. When I entered, there was almost no space to stand or sit. People were pushed 
just to make space.”56  

Another survivor confirmed the same condi�on, saying: “They placed us in a room where there were 
approximately seventy detainees. The deten�on condi�ons were extremely poor, as the room was insufficient for 
the number of people held inside. We were provided only with water, which was barely enough for survival.”57 

 Further another survivor from Zamzam reported that: “when we reached Zamzam camp, we were placed in 
containers which were extremely very hot and we received one meal a day, consis�ng of small rice and very li�le 
water to drink which was not enough for everyone" 

Even in temporary deten�on sites, vic�ms reported being subjected to harsh and degrading condi�ons. One 
survivor described being taken to a building that appeared to be an abandoned house, where RSF soldiers were 
staying. The survivor recounted being locked inside the toilet with another detainee under extremely unhygienic 
condi�ons. 

“The toilet was extremely dirty and smelled very bad. They brought us only a small amount of rice, some biscuits, 
and water to share. We were very hungry, and despite the extremely unhygienic condi�ons of the toilet, we had 
no choice but to eat.”58 

 DNHR documented serious incidents of conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) and other forms of gender-based 
violence commi�ed in the context of deten�on, house raids, and RSF-controlled areas following the takeover of 
El-Fasher. Women and girls were dispropor�onately affected, though men and boys were also subjected to sexual 
violence, including sexual torture in deten�on. Survivors and witnesses interviewed by DNHR reported rape, gang 
rape, sexual assault, forced nudity, threats of sexual violence, and sexual humilia�on. Several incidents occurred 
inside deten�on facili�es, where vic�ms were par�cularly vulnerable because they had no contact with the 
outside world and no one was checking on their safety. 

DNHR documented cases in which sexual violence was used as a method of punishment, in�mida�on, and 
coercion, including to extract informa�on, force compliance, or terrorize families and communi�es. Vic�ms 
reported severe physical injuries, long-term psychological trauma, and social s�gma�za�on. The lack of access to 
medical care, psychosocial support, and safe repor�ng mechanisms significantly increased the harm suffered by 
survivors. Fear of retalia�on, shame, and the absence of trusted authori�es prevented many vic�ms from 
repor�ng abuses. 

One survivor from Al-Mina Al-Bari told DNHR that during his deten�on there, women and children were held in 
containers located in the northern sec�on of the prison. The survivor further reported overhearing members of 
the RSF discussing taking female detainees away to spend the night with them, raising serious concerns of sexual 
exploita�on and abuse. “I overheard some members of the Rapid Support Forces talking about taking female 
detainees to spend the night with them”.59 

 In another abandoned building, a female survivor reported to DNHR that she was detained alongside several 
other women. Upon arrival, they found addi�onal women already being held at the site, and shortly a�erward, 
they were confined together. The survivor stated that she was later forcibly taken by RSF and was compelled to 
leave behind her two-year-old child with the other detained women. She reported being taken to a separate 
room with another detainee she believed to be a minor of about 13 years. According to the survivor’s account, 4 
men entered the room and subjected both detainees to severe sexual violence over an hour. The survivor 
reported that the minor lost consciousness during the assault. The survivor stated that she does not know the 
child’s fate, as the child was le� behind in the room a�erward. 60 

In another corroborated account, a survivor reported being forcibly taken into a vehicle and transported to the 
Ministry of Educa�on offices, where three RSF soldiers were present. Before leaving, an individual iden�fied as 
Siko reportedly told the soldiers: “This is the woman, do whatever you want with her.” Inside the room, one of 
the soldiers forcibly removed the survivor’s clothing. When she a�empted to resist, he stabbed her hand with a 
knife, threatening to kill her if she challenged him. The survivor stated that he then pushed her to the ground and 
raped her for approximately thirty minutes. She reported that a second soldier subsequently raped her, followed 
by a third.61  

Another vic�m, who was detained on the way to Garni, recounted how he was forced to remove his clothes. He 
stated: “They separated the girls from the men and publicly humiliated me by stripping me down to my 
underwear.” 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

5.1.2 Conditions of detention 

54 Interview with a survivor on 11 November 2025  
55 Interview with a survivor on 21 November 2025  
56 Interview with a survivor on 7 january 2026  
57 Interview with a survivor on 3 December 2025
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Deten�on facili�es under RSF control, par�cularly Shalla and Al Mina Al Bari prisons, were marked by severe 
overcrowding and the systema�c depriva�on of basic services. Detainees including civilians, security personnel, 
and individuals suspected of affilia�on with the SAF reported being confined in cramped spaces with minimal 
ven�la�on, inadequate access to drinking water, and severely limited sanita�on facili�es. 

These sites, o�en repurposed residen�al buildings or commercial premises, func�oned as temporary deten�on 
loca�ons where individuals were held and processed before being transferred to larger, long-term deten�on 
centers. Condi�ons within these facili�es were consistently described as inten�onally puni�ve, reflec�ng a 
deliberate disregard for the health, dignity, and well-being of detainees. 

In Al-Mina Al-Bari, vic�ms reported to DNHR that they were detained in severely overcrowded condi�ons, in 
spaces wholly unfit to accommodate large numbers of people. Tes�monies described detainees being confined 
in small metal containers holding more than 60 individuals each, with no ven�la�on. 

One survivor stated: “There were nine containers in Al-Mina Al-Bari, and each container held about sixty people. 
In addi�on, there were three rooms for older men, and each room held around forty-five detainees. The 
containers were extremely overcrowded, with very li�le air. Many of us struggled to breathe, especially during 
the day when the heat was unbearable.”54 

 In another container of the same facility, a survivor confirmed the same overcrowding condi�ons, saying “We 
were pushed into a container that already held over 60 detainees. The space was extremely crowded, with almost 
no air. It was unbearably hot, and breathing became difficult, especially during the day�me. Many of us felt dizzy 
and weak because of the heat and lack of ven�la�on and given no food.” 55 

 A further account confirms the same pa�ern of overcrowding: “The soldiers pushed us roughly into the 
container. Inside, it was extremely crowded, with around eighty to one hundred people packed together. It was 
very hot” 

Similar condi�ons of severe overcrowding were reported in Shalla Prison, where detainees were also held in 
containers and confined spaces. A survivor detained at Shalla Prison recounted being held in an enclosed room 
with numerous others, describing extreme conges�on and lack of space. The survivor stated: “They took all 
twenty of us into a small room. When I entered, there was almost no space to stand or sit. People were pushed 
just to make space.”56  

Another survivor confirmed the same condi�on, saying: “They placed us in a room where there were 
approximately seventy detainees. The deten�on condi�ons were extremely poor, as the room was insufficient for 
the number of people held inside. We were provided only with water, which was barely enough for survival.”57 

 Further another survivor from Zamzam reported that: “when we reached Zamzam camp, we were placed in 
containers which were extremely very hot and we received one meal a day, consis�ng of small rice and very li�le 
water to drink which was not enough for everyone" 

Even in temporary deten�on sites, vic�ms reported being subjected to harsh and degrading condi�ons. One 
survivor described being taken to a building that appeared to be an abandoned house, where RSF soldiers were 
staying. The survivor recounted being locked inside the toilet with another detainee under extremely unhygienic 
condi�ons. 

“The toilet was extremely dirty and smelled very bad. They brought us only a small amount of rice, some biscuits, 
and water to share. We were very hungry, and despite the extremely unhygienic condi�ons of the toilet, we had 
no choice but to eat.”58 

 DNHR documented serious incidents of conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) and other forms of gender-based 
violence commi�ed in the context of deten�on, house raids, and RSF-controlled areas following the takeover of 
El-Fasher. Women and girls were dispropor�onately affected, though men and boys were also subjected to sexual 
violence, including sexual torture in deten�on. Survivors and witnesses interviewed by DNHR reported rape, gang 
rape, sexual assault, forced nudity, threats of sexual violence, and sexual humilia�on. Several incidents occurred 
inside deten�on facili�es, where vic�ms were par�cularly vulnerable because they had no contact with the 
outside world and no one was checking on their safety. 

DNHR documented cases in which sexual violence was used as a method of punishment, in�mida�on, and 
coercion, including to extract informa�on, force compliance, or terrorize families and communi�es. Vic�ms 
reported severe physical injuries, long-term psychological trauma, and social s�gma�za�on. The lack of access to 
medical care, psychosocial support, and safe repor�ng mechanisms significantly increased the harm suffered by 
survivors. Fear of retalia�on, shame, and the absence of trusted authori�es prevented many vic�ms from 
repor�ng abuses. 

One survivor from Al-Mina Al-Bari told DNHR that during his deten�on there, women and children were held in 
containers located in the northern sec�on of the prison. The survivor further reported overhearing members of 
the RSF discussing taking female detainees away to spend the night with them, raising serious concerns of sexual 
exploita�on and abuse. “I overheard some members of the Rapid Support Forces talking about taking female 
detainees to spend the night with them”.59 

 In another abandoned building, a female survivor reported to DNHR that she was detained alongside several 
other women. Upon arrival, they found addi�onal women already being held at the site, and shortly a�erward, 
they were confined together. The survivor stated that she was later forcibly taken by RSF and was compelled to 
leave behind her two-year-old child with the other detained women. She reported being taken to a separate 
room with another detainee she believed to be a minor of about 13 years. According to the survivor’s account, 4 
men entered the room and subjected both detainees to severe sexual violence over an hour. The survivor 
reported that the minor lost consciousness during the assault. The survivor stated that she does not know the 
child’s fate, as the child was le� behind in the room a�erward. 60 

In another corroborated account, a survivor reported being forcibly taken into a vehicle and transported to the 
Ministry of Educa�on offices, where three RSF soldiers were present. Before leaving, an individual iden�fied as 
Siko reportedly told the soldiers: “This is the woman, do whatever you want with her.” Inside the room, one of 
the soldiers forcibly removed the survivor’s clothing. When she a�empted to resist, he stabbed her hand with a 
knife, threatening to kill her if she challenged him. The survivor stated that he then pushed her to the ground and 
raped her for approximately thirty minutes. She reported that a second soldier subsequently raped her, followed 
by a third.61  

Another vic�m, who was detained on the way to Garni, recounted how he was forced to remove his clothes. He 
stated: “They separated the girls from the men and publicly humiliated me by stripping me down to my 
underwear.” 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

58 Interview with a survivor on 7 January 2025
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

 DNHR documented serious incidents of conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) and other forms of gender-based 
violence commi�ed in the context of deten�on, house raids, and RSF-controlled areas following the takeover of 
El-Fasher. Women and girls were dispropor�onately affected, though men and boys were also subjected to sexual 
violence, including sexual torture in deten�on. Survivors and witnesses interviewed by DNHR reported rape, gang 
rape, sexual assault, forced nudity, threats of sexual violence, and sexual humilia�on. Several incidents occurred 
inside deten�on facili�es, where vic�ms were par�cularly vulnerable because they had no contact with the 
outside world and no one was checking on their safety. 

DNHR documented cases in which sexual violence was used as a method of punishment, in�mida�on, and 
coercion, including to extract informa�on, force compliance, or terrorize families and communi�es. Vic�ms 
reported severe physical injuries, long-term psychological trauma, and social s�gma�za�on. The lack of access to 
medical care, psychosocial support, and safe repor�ng mechanisms significantly increased the harm suffered by 
survivors. Fear of retalia�on, shame, and the absence of trusted authori�es prevented many vic�ms from 
repor�ng abuses. 

One survivor from Al-Mina Al-Bari told DNHR that during his deten�on there, women and children were held in 
containers located in the northern sec�on of the prison. The survivor further reported overhearing members of 
the RSF discussing taking female detainees away to spend the night with them, raising serious concerns of sexual 
exploita�on and abuse. “I overheard some members of the Rapid Support Forces talking about taking female 
detainees to spend the night with them”.59 

 In another abandoned building, a female survivor reported to DNHR that she was detained alongside several 
other women. Upon arrival, they found addi�onal women already being held at the site, and shortly a�erward, 
they were confined together. The survivor stated that she was later forcibly taken by RSF and was compelled to 
leave behind her two-year-old child with the other detained women. She reported being taken to a separate 
room with another detainee she believed to be a minor of about 13 years. According to the survivor’s account, 4 
men entered the room and subjected both detainees to severe sexual violence over an hour. The survivor 
reported that the minor lost consciousness during the assault. The survivor stated that she does not know the 
child’s fate, as the child was le� behind in the room a�erward. 60 

In another corroborated account, a survivor reported being forcibly taken into a vehicle and transported to the 
Ministry of Educa�on offices, where three RSF soldiers were present. Before leaving, an individual iden�fied as 
Siko reportedly told the soldiers: “This is the woman, do whatever you want with her.” Inside the room, one of 
the soldiers forcibly removed the survivor’s clothing. When she a�empted to resist, he stabbed her hand with a 
knife, threatening to kill her if she challenged him. The survivor stated that he then pushed her to the ground and 
raped her for approximately thirty minutes. She reported that a second soldier subsequently raped her, followed 
by a third.61  

Another vic�m, who was detained on the way to Garni, recounted how he was forced to remove his clothes. He 
stated: “They separated the girls from the men and publicly humiliated me by stripping me down to my 
underwear.” 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

5.1.3 Conflict-related sexual violence and Gender-based Violence 

59 Interview with a survivor on 30 November 2025  
60 Interview with a survivor on 28 January 2026  
“RSF soldiers took me from the deten�on room to another separate room with another girl of 13 years leaving my child of 2 years behind and they 
raped me and a girl held with me un�l the girl became unconscious.”  
61 Interview with a survivor on 23 January 2025  
“I tried to resist, and he stabbed me in the hand with a knife, threatening, ‘I will kill you if you challenge me.’ He then pushed me to the ground and 
raped me for about thirty minutes. A�er that, a second soldier raped me, followed by a third  

Darfur Network For Human Rights

Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 



"We Could Not Breathe Inside Those Containers" 23
Arbitrary Detention, Torture, and Extortion by the Rapid Support Forces in North Darfur

 Another vic�m recounted being beaten and forcibly transported in an RSF vehicle to Al-Mina Al-Bari Deten�on 
Center, where the bea�ngs con�nued upon arrival. Consistent with other tes�monies, detainees were then 
forced into containers used for deten�on, further illustra�ng the abusive condi�ons at the facility.  

“They beat us and forced us into one of their vehicles, taking us to Al-Mina Al-Bari Detention Center. When we 
arrived, the beatings continued before we were pushed into containers46”.   

DNHR also received numerous and consistent accounts of severe forms of torture and other ill-treatment within 
RSF-controlled deten�on centers. Vic�ms described being subjected to physical and psychological abuse, 
including severe bea�ngs with whips, metal rods, and s�cks, as well as suspension in painful posi�ons. Many 
detainees reported being deliberately targeted based on their perceived or suspected affilia�ons, with RSF 
personnel using derogatory language to humiliate and dehumanize them. 

In several tes�monies, vic�ms recounted threats of execu�on, mock execu�ons, and the use of in�mida�on 
tac�cs aimed at extrac�ng informa�on or coerced confessions. 

In one tes�mony, a detainee described being taken, along with three other drivers, and ordered to transport RSF 
forces to SAF loca�ons. When they said they did not know any such loca�ons, they were taken to the Al Kuma 
Office, where they were subjected to severe torture. One of the detainees, recalled:  

“One soldier kicked my testicles and then used a knife to cut them. Another soldier placed my penis on a table 
and hammered it. The pain was unbearable, and I lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness, I could 

hardly comprehend the severity of my injuries” .47 

Another detainee recounted his experience in another deten�on facility, Al-Mina Al-Bari saying: “On a daily basis, 
RSF fighters dragged me outside and subjected me to severe abuse under the hot sun. They poured dirty water 
over my body and beat me repeatedly with sticks, whips, and gun butts. Throughout the abuse, they continuously 
insulted and humiliated me, frequently calling me a ”slave” ”48   

Addi�onal accounts establish similar pa�erns. Another witness stated: “After one month in detention, soldiers 
forced me to lie on the ground at gunpoint and threatened to kill me if I moved as a military tanker approached. 
The tanker advanced and crushed my right hand, despite my screams of pain, the soldiers provided no medical 
attention”49  

Among several documented cases of ill-treatment against detainees in El Fasher, one detainee recounted that RSF 
fighters sprayed detainees' mul�ple �mes with urine, mocking them by saying that it was raining. “Some�mes the 
soldiers urinated on us and laughed, calling it “rain.” ”50

A separate survivor detained in the Na�onal Intelligence Office recounted the extreme torture he endured. He 
described how one soldier heated a nail in the fire un�l it turned red and repeatedly pierced his body with it. 
“They tortured me with it over and over,”51  he said, recalling the pain and terror he experienced during the abuse. 

Torture techniques across RSF-controlled deten�on centers included severe bea�ngs and other cruel, inhuman, 
and degrading methods, o�en accompanied by discriminatory treatment based on ethnicity or perceived 
affilia�on with SAF. 

Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

5.1.4 Ransom and Extortion by the RSF

Satellite imagery from Planet Labs during the period from 12 October 2025 to 15 November 2025 shows the 
location of the Ministry of Education and GIS detention centers in El Fasher, North Darfur, with visible vehicle 
movement in the highlighted areas [13.62687° N, 25.34870° E].Source: Interviews, imagery © Planet Labs 
PBC, @2025.Link 
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Across both temporary and larger deten�on facili�es, RSF prac�ces reveal a consistent pa�ern of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment. Tes�monies describe frequent bea�ngs with s�cks, whips, pipes, gun bu�s and 
other implements, o�en intended to dehumanize detainees, which may amount to torture under interna�onal 
law. Many detainees also reported that guards inten�onally withheld food, water, and medical care, sugges�ng a 
broader strategy aimed at humilia�ng and degrading individuals in their custody as some vic�ms reported deaths 
resul�ng from torture, starva�on, or untreated injuries. 

During temporary deten�on, detainees were o�en restrained and occasionally subjected to violence, crea�ng an 
atmosphere of fear even as they were moved between facili�es. Detainees transferred between RSF deten�on 
facili�es described being blindfolded, lined up, and subjected to physical abuse during the process. For example, 
vic�ms recounted being transported in RSF vehicles with minimal space, forcing them to endure journeys in 
�ghtly packed and highly uncomfortable condi�ons. Others described being blindfolded and beaten repeatedly 
before being loaded into trucks, while RSF personnel shouted insults such as “slaves” and issued threats. 
Detainees were transported alongside others, packed �ghtly, blindfolded, and in severe discomfort, with no 
knowledge of their des�na�on, amplifying their fear, helplessness, and psychological distress. 

“I was part of a group of 20 detainees. They blindfolded and �ed 13 people from our group; they then loaded us 
into RSF vehicles while calling us slaves and drove us to an area we later realized as Shalla Prison. When we 
arrived, they pushed us out of the vehicle, and we fell to the ground and another group of about seven soldiers 
then took over”.45 
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

Released detainees consistently reported having li�le or no knowledge of how deceased detainees were handled 
or buried within RSF deten�on facili�es. Former detainees from Shalla Prison stated that when a death occurred, 
they would no�fy RSF soldiers, who o�en delayed responding for several hours, leaving bodies una�ended. 

In Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison, interviewees reported alarmingly high mortality rates, es�ma�ng that between three 
and six detainees died each day in each container. These deaths were reportedly caused primarily by severe 
malnutri�on, lack of medical care for otherwise treatable diseases, and torture. Survivors further reported that 
detainees were rou�nely forced to remove the bodies of those who had died and transport them for burial, 
placing an addi�onal psychological and physical burden on already severely weakened detainees. 

One survivor interviewed by DNHR reported that at Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison, members of the RSF rou�nely selected 
young male detainees each morning and forced them to bury those who had died overnight. He stated: “Every 
morning, they would choose young men and take them to the other side of the prison to bury the dead. We 
buried between fi�een and seventeen people each day.”64 

One survivor from Al-Mina Al-Bari further explained how detainees were forced to bury the dead and described 
the loca�ons of burial sites. He reported that a�er three months of deten�on, he was taken out of the container 
and forced to bury detainees who had died inside. The survivor stated: “Civilian detainees were buried south of 
Al-Mina Al-Bari, while deceased soldiers of the Rapid Support Forces were buried in the eastern side of the 
prison.”65 

Another vic�m detained at the Na�onal Intelligence offices recounted witnessing extreme violence by members 
of the RSF. He stated: “I witnessed detainees being �ed together with ropes, which were then a�ached to a 
vehicle. A soldier drove the car in circles, dragging them un�l many of them died.”66 The survivor further 
reported that when detainees died, their bodies were taken away to an unknown loca�on. 

A detainee who was held at a SAF military base reported that a�er two days under extreme deten�on 
condi�ons, three detainees died due to severe heat, hunger, and lack of water. He stated: “Soldiers later came 
and removed their bodies. I do not know where they took them.”67 

 The survivor further reported that the empty spaces were immediately filled with other detainees. 

5.1.5 Death in custody and burial sites 

62 interview with a survivor on 17 December 2025  
“They took me to their office room and ordered me to call my family and tell them to send 5 million Sudanese pound (8,312.55 USD) money for my 
release”.  
63 Interview with a survivor on 7 January 2025  
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

Released detainees consistently reported having li�le or no knowledge of how deceased detainees were handled 
or buried within RSF deten�on facili�es. Former detainees from Shalla Prison stated that when a death occurred, 
they would no�fy RSF soldiers, who o�en delayed responding for several hours, leaving bodies una�ended. 

In Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison, interviewees reported alarmingly high mortality rates, es�ma�ng that between three 
and six detainees died each day in each container. These deaths were reportedly caused primarily by severe 
malnutri�on, lack of medical care for otherwise treatable diseases, and torture. Survivors further reported that 
detainees were rou�nely forced to remove the bodies of those who had died and transport them for burial, 
placing an addi�onal psychological and physical burden on already severely weakened detainees. 

One survivor interviewed by DNHR reported that at Al-Mina Al-Bari Prison, members of the RSF rou�nely selected 
young male detainees each morning and forced them to bury those who had died overnight. He stated: “Every 
morning, they would choose young men and take them to the other side of the prison to bury the dead. We 
buried between fi�een and seventeen people each day.”64 

One survivor from Al-Mina Al-Bari further explained how detainees were forced to bury the dead and described 
the loca�ons of burial sites. He reported that a�er three months of deten�on, he was taken out of the container 
and forced to bury detainees who had died inside. The survivor stated: “Civilian detainees were buried south of 
Al-Mina Al-Bari, while deceased soldiers of the Rapid Support Forces were buried in the eastern side of the 
prison.”65 

Another vic�m detained at the Na�onal Intelligence offices recounted witnessing extreme violence by members 
of the RSF. He stated: “I witnessed detainees being �ed together with ropes, which were then a�ached to a 
vehicle. A soldier drove the car in circles, dragging them un�l many of them died.”66 The survivor further 
reported that when detainees died, their bodies were taken away to an unknown loca�on. 

A detainee who was held at a SAF military base reported that a�er two days under extreme deten�on 
condi�ons, three detainees died due to severe heat, hunger, and lack of water. He stated: “Soldiers later came 
and removed their bodies. I do not know where they took them.”67 

 The survivor further reported that the empty spaces were immediately filled with other detainees. 

64 Interview with a survivor on 25 November 2025
65 Interview with a survivor on 5 December 2025  
66 Interview with a survivor on 22 January 2025  
67 Interview with a survivor on 16 January 2026
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

Survivors consistently reported that the experience of deten�on under the RSF had severe and long-las�ng 
physical, psychological, and social consequences. Many described enduring extreme overcrowding, malnutri�on, 
lack of clean water, insufficient medical care, and exposure to torture, sexual violence, and forced labor. These 
condi�ons resulted in physical deteriora�on, including chronic pain, injuries, and in some cases, permanent 
disability. 

Psychologically, detainees reported symptoms of trauma, including persistent fear, anxiety, nightmares, and 
depression. Survivors described feelings of humilia�on, helplessness, and loss of dignity, par�cularly in cases 
involving sexual violence or forced par�cipa�on in the burial of deceased detainees. Families were also deeply 
affected, as many were coerced into paying ransoms, leaving them in financial distress and increasing their sense 
of vulnerability. 

The combina�on of physical suffering, psychological trauma, and social disrup�on has le� many survivors 
struggling to rebuild their lives, with long-term implica�ons for their health, livelihoods, and social cohesion 
within affected communi�es. These impacts underscore the profound human cost of RSF deten�on prac�ces and 
highlight the urgent need for accountability for jus�ce, repara�ons, and comprehensive support for survivors. 

One survivor, upon release from an abandoned building where he was detained, described the severe impact of 
deten�on on his life, He stated that the most severe pain he endured occurred when the perpetrators repeatedly 
beat his tes�cles. “I began to experience intense pain and swelling in my tes�cles, and I no�ced blood in my 
urine,”69 he recalled. He explained that his condi�on has con�nued to deteriorate over �me, par�cularly during 
cold weather, when the pain becomes unbearable. “The pain is too much,” he said, adding that he does not have 
the financial means to access proper medical treatment, leaving his condi�on untreated and worsening. 

Another survivor, upon release from Al mina Al Bari prison, described how he con�nues to suffer from pain as a 
result of the bea�ngs he suffered and the heavy loads he was forced to carry while offloading food during his 
deten�on, he con�nues to experience persistent pain in his back and waist. “The pain has remained un�l now,”70 
he explained, no�ng that it has significantly limited his ability to carry heavy objects or perform physically 
demanding tasks. 

Another survivor recounted the impact of the abuses he endured, sta�ng that he o�en breaks down in tears as 
the weight of his loss becomes overwhelming. “I begin to cry because I miss my children deeply,”71 he explained, 
adding that he now knows he will never be able to have more children because of the injuries he sustained. He 
stated that during the abuse, his tes�cles were cut and a nail was driven into his penis, leaving him permanently 
physically injured and in profound emo�onal pain. He further reported that his children were killed in front of him 
before he was taken to the Na�onal Intelligence Office for deten�on. He explained that witnessing their deaths 

caused severe psychological trauma, and that the memory con�nues to haunt him, intensifying his suffering 
during and a�er deten�on. 

Another female survivor recounted that she was detained in an abandoned building in Hay Salam together with 
her daughter. She explained that the experience has had a las�ng psychological impact on the child. “My 
daughter now fears all people with covered faces,”72 she said, no�ng that the fear persists long a�er their release 
and con�nues to affect her daughter’s sense of safety and well-being. 

A female survivor detained at the Ministry of Educa�on offices described the las�ng psychological impact of her 
deten�on on her children. “My children frequently ask me whether the RSF will come and kill them, just as they 
killed their father,” she said. She explained that they also ask, “Mama, where did those people take you?” She 
stated that these ques�ons cause her deep pain and embarrassment, as she feels unable to answer them. 

5.2- Impact of Deten�on on Survivors
“My daughter now fears all people with covered faces.”68 

68 Interview with a survivor on 28 January 2026  
69 Interview with a survivor on 7 January 2026  
70 Interview with a survivor on 5 December 2025  
71 Interview with a survivor on 22 January 2026  
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

Survivors consistently reported that the experience of deten�on under the RSF had severe and long-las�ng 
physical, psychological, and social consequences. Many described enduring extreme overcrowding, malnutri�on, 
lack of clean water, insufficient medical care, and exposure to torture, sexual violence, and forced labor. These 
condi�ons resulted in physical deteriora�on, including chronic pain, injuries, and in some cases, permanent 
disability. 

Psychologically, detainees reported symptoms of trauma, including persistent fear, anxiety, nightmares, and 
depression. Survivors described feelings of humilia�on, helplessness, and loss of dignity, par�cularly in cases 
involving sexual violence or forced par�cipa�on in the burial of deceased detainees. Families were also deeply 
affected, as many were coerced into paying ransoms, leaving them in financial distress and increasing their sense 
of vulnerability. 

The combina�on of physical suffering, psychological trauma, and social disrup�on has le� many survivors 
struggling to rebuild their lives, with long-term implica�ons for their health, livelihoods, and social cohesion 
within affected communi�es. These impacts underscore the profound human cost of RSF deten�on prac�ces and 
highlight the urgent need for accountability for jus�ce, repara�ons, and comprehensive support for survivors. 

One survivor, upon release from an abandoned building where he was detained, described the severe impact of 
deten�on on his life, He stated that the most severe pain he endured occurred when the perpetrators repeatedly 
beat his tes�cles. “I began to experience intense pain and swelling in my tes�cles, and I no�ced blood in my 
urine,”69 he recalled. He explained that his condi�on has con�nued to deteriorate over �me, par�cularly during 
cold weather, when the pain becomes unbearable. “The pain is too much,” he said, adding that he does not have 
the financial means to access proper medical treatment, leaving his condi�on untreated and worsening. 

Another survivor, upon release from Al mina Al Bari prison, described how he con�nues to suffer from pain as a 
result of the bea�ngs he suffered and the heavy loads he was forced to carry while offloading food during his 
deten�on, he con�nues to experience persistent pain in his back and waist. “The pain has remained un�l now,”70 
he explained, no�ng that it has significantly limited his ability to carry heavy objects or perform physically 
demanding tasks. 

Another survivor recounted the impact of the abuses he endured, sta�ng that he o�en breaks down in tears as 
the weight of his loss becomes overwhelming. “I begin to cry because I miss my children deeply,”71 he explained, 
adding that he now knows he will never be able to have more children because of the injuries he sustained. He 
stated that during the abuse, his tes�cles were cut and a nail was driven into his penis, leaving him permanently 
physically injured and in profound emo�onal pain. He further reported that his children were killed in front of him 
before he was taken to the Na�onal Intelligence Office for deten�on. He explained that witnessing their deaths 

caused severe psychological trauma, and that the memory con�nues to haunt him, intensifying his suffering 
during and a�er deten�on. 

Another female survivor recounted that she was detained in an abandoned building in Hay Salam together with 
her daughter. She explained that the experience has had a las�ng psychological impact on the child. “My 
daughter now fears all people with covered faces,”72 she said, no�ng that the fear persists long a�er their release 
and con�nues to affect her daughter’s sense of safety and well-being. 

A female survivor detained at the Ministry of Educa�on offices described the las�ng psychological impact of her 
deten�on on her children. “My children frequently ask me whether the RSF will come and kill them, just as they 
killed their father,” she said. She explained that they also ask, “Mama, where did those people take you?” She 
stated that these ques�ons cause her deep pain and embarrassment, as she feels unable to answer them. 

72 Interview with a survivor on 28 January 2026
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

Based on the evidence documented in this report, the DNHR calls on the RSF, the Sudanese government, regional 
bodies, the United Na�ons , the Interna�onal Criminal Court , and the interna�onal community to take 
immediate and concrete ac�on to end arbitrary deten�on, torture, and extor�on of civilians in North Darfur, hold 
perpetrators accountable, and provide support and repara�ons to survivors. 

6- Recommenda�ons

• Immediately and uncondi�onally release all civilians arbitrarily detained in facili�es operated by the RSF 
or allied armed groups in North Darfur, including those held at Al mina Al bari prison, Shallah prison, the 
Na�onal Intelligence Office, and makeshi� deten�on sites in schools, hospitals, and containers. 

• Cease all viola�ons of interna�onal humanitarian law and interna�onal human rights law, including 
arbitrary deten�on, torture, sexual violence, forced labor, and extor�on of civilians. Inves�gate and facilitate 
the inves�ga�on of crimes commi�ed by RSF forces during the conflict and hold perpetrators accountable 
through transparent legal proceedings. 

• Grant immediate, uncondi�onal, and unhindered access to all deten�on facili�es to independent human 
rights monitors, humanitarian organiza�ons, and medical personnel. 

• End the prac�ce of extor�ng ransom payments from families of detainees and cease forcing detainees to 
contact rela�ves via social media pla�orms or mobile banking pla�orms for the purpose of nego�a�ng 
ransom. 

A- To the Rapid Support Forces 

• Cease all viola�ons of interna�onal humanitarian law and interna�onal human rights law. Inves�gate and 
facilitate the inves�ga�on of crimes commi�ed by all par�es to the conflict, including the Sudanese Armed 
Forces and allied groups, and hold perpetrators accountable. 

• Cooperate fully with the Interna�onal Criminal Court and other accountability mechanisms inves�ga�ng 
crimes commi�ed in Darfur, and facilitate humanitarian access to areas affected by conflict, including North 
Darfur. 

B- To the Sudanese Government and Sudanese Armed Forces 

• Strengthen the mandate and capacity of the African Union fact-finding mission on Sudan to specifically 
inves�gate arbitrary deten�on, torture, and forced labor in North Darfur, including through deployment of 
human rights monitors to document ongoing viola�ons, conduct site visits to deten�on facili�es where 
access can be secured, and report findings to the AU Peace and Security Council with concrete 
recommenda�ons for ac�on. 

• Impose targeted sanc�ons, including asset freezes and travel bans, on individuals responsible for arbitrary 
deten�on, torture, and crimes against humanity in North Darfur, regardless of their affilia�on. 

C- To the African Union 
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Vic�ms and witnesses interviewed by DNHR consistently reported that the RSF have engaged in systema�c 
prac�ces of arbitrary arrest and deten�on, o�en coupled with demands for money or valuables as a condi�on for 
release. Families of detainees frequently faced extor�on, forced to pay ransoms under threat of harm or 
prolonged deten�on. These prac�ces have had severe social and economic consequences, compounding the 
trauma experienced by survivors and communi�es affected by RSF opera�ons. Several accounts reported that 
detainees were only allowed to contact their families when the RSF demanded money. Some accounts further 
explained that even when some families sent funds, perpetrators reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, 
demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

In one tes�mony from Al Mina Al Bari, a survivor reported that detainees were only allowed to contact their 
families when the RSF demanded money. Even when some families sent funds, an individual iden�fied as Abbas 
Kha�r reportedly refused to release their rela�ves, demanding sums of no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds.  

“The only �me I was allowed to call family was when the RSF wanted money the sum of 15 million Sudanese 
pound”. 

 The same account further explained that even when some families sent money, Abbas Khi�r reportedly refused 
to release their rela�ves, instead demanding no less than 15 million Sudanese pounds. 

Another detainee reported a similar experience at Shalla Prison, sta�ng that members of the RSF took him to 
their office and ordered him to call his family to request money for his release. He followed their instruc�ons and 
called his brother, who also spoke directly with the RSF personnel to nego�ate the ransom. The soldiers ini�ally 
demanded five million Sudanese pounds, but his brother was able to nego�ate it down to three million. Following 
the agreement, the detainee was returned to the deten�on room.62 

Another survivor, detained in an abandoned house in Sharga, recounted a similar experience. Members of the 
RSF reportedly forced detainees to call their families and demand four million Sudanese pounds each for their 
release. They used RSF phones and the internet, requiring the detainees to log into their personal Facebook 
accounts. The survivor stated that when he logged in, none of his family members were online, while the other 
three detainees were able to communicate with their families.  

“The next morning, I was forced to contact my family. I told them the RSF soldiers were demanding four million 
Sudanese pounds (6650.04 USD), and my brother nego�ated it down to two million Sudanese pounds (3325.02 
USD).”63 he explained  

Across all ransom-related accounts gathered by DNHR, survivors consistently described that failure to pay the 
amounts demanded by RSF resulted in severe punishment. Survivors reported threats of violence, prolonged 
deten�on, torture, and, in some cases, death. These prac�ces created an atmosphere of extreme fear and 
coercion, leaving detainees and their families with no realis�c choice but to comply with ransom demands.

• The UN Human Rights Council should strengthen the mandate of the exis�ng UN Fact-Finding Mission on 
Sudan to priori�ze inves�ga�on of arbitrary deten�on, torture, sexual violence, and forced labor in North 
Darfur, with specific a�en�on to the systema�c nature of viola�ons documented in this report and command 
responsibility for these crimes. 

• The UN Security Council should impose a comprehensive arms embargo on all par�es to the conflict in 
Sudan and establish robust monitoring mechanisms to ensure compliance, including inves�ga�ng viola�ons 
by third countries supplying arms to the RSF and SAF. 

• The UN Security Council should expand targeted sanc�ons to include individuals credibly implicated in 
arbitrary deten�on, torture, and crimes against humanity documented in this report.

D- To the United Nations 

• Priori�ze inves�ga�ons into arbitrary deten�on, torture, enslavement, sexual violence, and enforced 
disappearances commi�ed by RSF forces in North Darfur between May and December 2025, and issue arrest 
warrants for individuals bearing command responsibility for these crimes. 

• Establish witness protec�on programs and remote tes�mony mechanisms to enable survivors currently in 
Tawila, Chad, and South Sudan to provide evidence safely without risking retalia�on, and coordinate with civil 
society organiza�ons including DNHR to access documenta�on and evidence. 

E- To the International Criminal Court 

• States with influence over par�es to the conflict should publicly condemn arbitrary deten�on, torture, 
and extor�on documented in this report and use diploma�c and economic leverage to demand immediate 
release of all civilian detainees. States should impose targeted sanc�ons on individuals responsible for these 
viola�ons and enforce exis�ng arms embargoes. 

• Donor governments should increase funding for humanitarian assistance to displaced popula�ons from 
North Darfur, with specific alloca�ons for medical care, psychosocial support, legal assistance for survivors of 
arbitrary deten�on and torture, and programs to locate missing persons. 

The systema�c arbitrary deten�on, torture, extor�on, and forced labor documented in this report demand 
urgent ac�on. The 12 survivors whose tes�monies form the founda�on of this report represent thousands of 
civilians who remain detained, missing, or displaced. Without accountability for these viola�ons, the cycle of 
impunity that has characterized Sudan's conflicts for decades will con�nue. The Darfur Network for Human Rights 
calls on all actors with the power to influence the situa�on in North Darfur to act now to end these crimes, hold 
perpetrators accountable, and ensure that survivors receive the jus�ce, repara�ons, and support they deserve.

F- To the International Community and Donor Governments 
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DNHR has reasonable grounds to believe that the RSF is responsible for enforced disappearances, arbitrary arrest, 
and deten�on, in contraven�on of interna�onal norms and standards on the right to liberty, security, and due 
process. Many individuals were detained without no�fica�on to their families and held incommunicado, leaving 
rela�ves uncertain about the fate or whereabouts of their loved ones. RSF detained civilians, including children, 
women, and persons hors de combat, o�en without formal charges, access to legal representa�on, or family 
contact. Tes�monies indicate that children as young as 13–14 were detained alongside adults and, in some 
instances, taken to work in RSF homes. 

DNHR also has reasonable grounds to believe that the RSF is responsible for torture and other forms of 
ill-treatment against persons deprived of liberty in mul�ple facili�es under their control. Tes�monies consistently 
reveal that detainees were subjected to severe physical abuse, including bea�ngs, electric shocks, and forced 
labor under inappropriate condi�ons. Over 10,000 detainees have been held in severely overcrowded condi�ons, 
contributed to daily death rates reportedly ranging from 10 to 16 deaths per day. Detainees were subjected to 
extreme depriva�on of food, water, and medical care, resul�ng in preventable deaths. 

Survivors consistently described the severe physical and psychological impact of RSF deten�on, including torture, 
sexual violence, forced labor, and chronic pain. Children and families were deeply affected, experiencing 
intergenera�onal trauma, fear, and social disrup�on, including loss of livelihoods and coerced payments. “I begin 
to cry because I miss my children deeply… I will never be able to have more children because of the injuries I 
sustained,” one survivor recounted, illustra�ng the human cost. 

These findings highlight the urgent need for accountability, repara�ons, and comprehensive support for 
survivors. Without immediate ac�on, the long-term consequences for survivors, their families, and affected 
communi�es will con�nue to deepen. Ensuring jus�ce, providing medical and psychosocial care, and addressing 
social and economic harms are cri�cal steps toward restoring dignity and rebuilding lives for those who endured 
these atroci�es. 

7- Conclusion 
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